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1 Con. xiv. 15. former Part. * 


What is it then? I will pray with the Spirit, 
and well pray with the underſtanding alſo. 


HE deſign of this epiſtle is chiefly to re- 
prove the Church at Corinth for the di- 
r viſions and contentions, which were there 

ä on account of their 
miniſters; ſome being f 80 _ for Apollo, 
and others for Cephas, and to remove ſome 
lar practices from among them, which were either 
openly avowed 8 at by them; ſuch as 
con a wicked perſon in their communion, 
going to ww, with one another before heathen ma- 
giltrates, and the diſorderly attendance of many 
If chem at the Lord's table. The apoſtle havin 
finiſhed this part of his deſign, does, Icke kerl 
chapter, largely inſiſt on he 7 17795 of ſpiritual 
gifts ; where he gives an account of the diverſity of 
them, of their author, and of theis various Ul. 
neſs in the church of Chriſt; for which reaſon; he 
. ke ey am 
_ earneſtly, though not have them 
on them, fince they are not- In the thir- 
teenth chapter, he fers chatity or love to them, 
and ſhews, that wi this they are uſeleſs and un- 
profitable to thoſe who have them, In this four- 
feenth chapter, he preſſes them to ( follow after 
«Y and defire ſpiritual but rather, 


< ſays he, chat ye may propheſy. He proves, by 


many arguments, and ef; y by that taken from 


* 


edification; that in a Known 
min the mother tongue, Mc ee 5 
People, r git of ſpeaking in an 


own 


* 


4 A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 
unknown language, not underſtood by the people, 
and fo unedi — to them. . — by 
propheſying, he means not only preaching, but 
praying, ſince lie inſtances in it, 0 argues, in the 
words preceding my text, thus: For if I pray in 
an unknown tongue, my ſpirit prayeth, but my 
5 underſtanding is unfruitful; h. e. when J pray 
in an unknown language, being under the inſpira- 
tion of the Spirit of God, I make ùſe of that ex- 
traofdinary gift which he has beſtowed upon me, 
and my own ſpirit is indeed refreſhed by it? But 
what I my ſelf Conceive, underſtand, and expreſs, 
is uſeleſs and unprofitable to others, who do not 
underſtand the language in which I pray; there- 
fore, ſays he, inthe words of my text, . What is 
& it then? What is to be done in this caſe? What 
is moſt prudent and adviſeable? What is moſt eligi> 
ble and deſireable? Muſt I not pray with the Spirit 
at all? Shall I not make uſe of that extraordin 

ift which the Spirit has beſtowed upon me? Sha 
Tentirely neglect it, and lay it aſide? No, I will 


pray with the Spirit; will make uſe of the gift 


I have; but then it ſhall be in fuch a way and man- 


ner, as that I ſhall be underſtood by others, 1 
ill pray with the underſtanding:-alſo. In theſe 
wards iniay be confidera, , 

I. Tbe work andi buſineſs of prayer, which the 
gapoſtle reſolved in the ſtrength of Chriſt, and. 
by the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, to be found in 

ec the performance of; I will pray, Sc.) 

„ eee e 
forming this duty; with the, Spirit, and 
wel er with the under a 1 UC aka 2 1 
I. I mall conſider the work and buſimeſs of pray- 
er, which the apoſtle reſolved, in' the ſtrength of 
Chriſt, and by the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, to be found 
in the perforntance of. It will not be amiſs, 2 | 

„ 


* F ” 
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: A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 5 
this head, to enquire into the object of prayer, the. 
ſeveral parts of it, and its different kinds. I ſhall 


* N 4 * „ No "0 7 8 
1. With the object of prayer, which is not any 
mere creature. Prayer is a part of religious wor- 
| ſhip, which is due to God only. To addreſs a 
creature in ſuch a ſolemn manner is idolatry. This 
is a {in the Gentiles have been notoriouſly guilty 
of, who have paid their devoirs this way, both to 
animate and inanimate creatures. The idolatrous 
heathen is thus deſcribed by the prophet ; He 
maketh a god his graven image; he falleth down 
s unto it, and worſhippeth it, and prayeth unto it, 
and ſaith, deliver me, for thou art my god. 
Such a practice as this, is an argument of great ig- 
norance and ſtupidity z © „They have no know- 
edge, that ſet up the wood of their graven image, 
and pray unto a god that cannot ſave.” Tis no 
wonder that their prayers ſhould be in vain; ſince“ 
their idols are ſilver and gold, the work of mens 
hands: They have — but they ſpeak not; 
eyes have they; but they ſee not; they have ears, 
* but they hear not. They are inſenſible of the 
wants of their votaries, and unable to help them; 
2 not in a capacity to give them the leaſt re- 
lief, or beſtow the leaſt temporal mercy on them: 
Are there any among the vanities of the Gen- 
© tiles that can cauſe rain? or can the heavens give 
* ſhowers? Art not thou he, O Lord, our God? 
therefore we will wait upon thee; for thou haſt - 
<< made all theſe things. The Papiſts have fol- 
lowed the Pagans in their idolatroùs prayers to 
2 — virgin Mary, and other ſaints departed, - 
d even to many that were not ſaints; but it may 
Snde ond Wan aue e n be 
= What/ths Heathens pray d to their Gods for, and what rites. 
and eergmonies they ala in rayer, ſee — Alex. Genial. 
Dierum, I. 4. c. 17. ai. xliv. 7. Ib. c. Av. 20. 
* Plal. v. 4, , 6. * Jer, xiv. 2. Vid. Roman. 
Breviar, 6. i „ n a 
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6 A Diſcourſe on: Prayer. 
be ſaid to them, what Eliphaz ſaid to Jobi, in 
another caſe; Call now, if there be any that will 
« Ins and to which of the ſaints wilt, thou! 
« turn?” . 
— and ought to be dhe cbjad al pray»: 
7 8 ſays David, ſhall: he unto the: 
8 God of my life God has a night to this part 
of worſhip from us, as he is the:God-of aur lives, 
in-whom we live, move, and have aur being who. 
us life = ng a —— 


greater encouragement, to; the 
as he is the God o tall grace. 
us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in 
— —— in. Chriſt: Jeſus; all which may 
aſſure us, that his eyes are upon us, his ears are 
open to our cries, that he has both a chart and a 
— — 1 he is a God that hears 
r, to whom alt ftr ſhall vom. 
of their need of him, and 
—_— him; his arm is not ſhorten d, cit! 
cannot ſave, | —— 2 ö 
nor did he ever —̃̃ — mne 
ſeek. ye me in vim. 

Though the' Lord 8 
there is but one God, which with: the ſcriptures, - 
we — ang in 2 to the polytheiſin of the 

many, and lords many; 
——— of Perſons in the Deityd, 
which are neither more nor fewer than Three, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, which 


Thee are Onez the png” er 


r Job v. 1. 3 Pla ati 8. 1 See Prang of the 
Trinky e ESE: 1524 
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A-Diſteurſe on Prayer. * 
God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God; 3 
are not; three Gods, but one God, Though the 
Perſons in the Godhead: are more than One, yet 
the · Godhead itſelf is ſmgle and undivided; Now: 
P 
may be pray d unto. It is lawful far us to addreſs 
in prayer either God the Faber, or God the Son. 
or Gad the Holy Ghoſt diſtinctly, though not any 
of them to the exeluſion of the others. This I men- 
tion, to diſentangle the minds of ſome, who may. 
have ſome ſeruples and heſitations about 
the diſtinct Perſons in the Dey. Now:it is 
to okſerve, that there are petitions direcbed to | 
of the three:Perſons di 1 ofwhich I ſhall give 
ſoma fe inſtances from the ſcriptures. - 
God the Father is ſometimes ſingly and di 
prayed. unto, — — the" 
Son or Spirit. It would be too tedious to reckon 
— wg The epiſtle to the 
wall: furniſh us with a ſufficient number 
In one place, the _— ſays co 
— — — — of y ——— COD 
* mention of vou in my vers, ; 
«<.Godobtrour: Lord Jeſus C — — 4 wel 
"Slory. may give unto your irtt of wiſdom 
*% — 44 —— ——— 
God the Father is prayed unto, as diſtinct from the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe God and Father he is, and 
diſtin&t from the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, 
whe aa ſuch is prayed for. And in another place, 
he ſaya, For this cauſe I bow my knees unto 
urch Fathes of our Land Jeſus Chriſt,——thas be. | 
**- would. grant you. to the riches of his 
A „ to be with might, by: his- 
«, pirit in the i inner man, that Chriſt may dwell 
in your hearts by: faith; in which paſſage God 
the Father is addrefled, as the object of-prayer, 


85 » Eph, i. 16,17, TO eg N 


F 


to our 


$3 


8 4 Diſcurſe an Sliders. 

diſtinct from Chriſt and the Spirit; the former of 
which he deſires might -dwelt- in their hearts by 
faith, and that they might be ſtrengthen'd by the 
latter in their inner man. If theſe inſtances were 


not ſufficient, others might be produced; but about 
God the Father's being the object of prayer, chere 


: 0 — ueſtion nor heſitation. 


the Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, N 
ſingly prayed unto, of which are many inſtances 
in ſcripture.. Sometimes he is prayed unto in con- 

junction with his Father, as appears from all thoſe 
apes in the epiſtles v, where and peace 
are deſired from God our Father, and the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt;ꝰ and from many others ſuch as 


theſe: «<< Now God himſelf, and our Father, and 


our Lord Jeſus, direct our way unto you; and 


<« the Lord, b. e. the Lord Jeſus, make you to in- 
«creaſe and: abound in-love-one towards another, 
c and towards all men, even as we do towards you"? 
and, in 1 ther place, Now our Lord Jeſus 
4 Chriſt imſelf, nd God, even our Father, which 
<, hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſting con- 
ſolation and good hope, through grace, comfort 
c your hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every good word 
<; and work.” Sometimes Chriſt is prayed unto 
ſingly and alone; as by Stephen at the time of his 
death, when he 21 K ed, — Lord Jeſus re- 


_ < ceive my ſpirit:ꝰ By the apoſtle Pauls, when he 


had a A in the — of Satan 
4. to buffet him; for this, ſays he, I beſoughm the 
Lord thrice, h. e. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a8 ap- 
<<" peart from the context; that ĩt might depart from 
4 me ? And he ſaid unto me, my grace is ſufficient 
GE: for hee; for my ſtrength i is 1 perfect in 

11 b Tame. mer. 12 Lat Dan . 3411 KK a 

* ay Cor l. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2 Bali. Bp L 2. 
Phil. iy 2 Cul. i; 2 1 ier 35 . Lk er + * 
JED Ah i iii. 4; wag l Her b. 16, 19, "hy 
7 A . taut! 4 2 Cor. * "i, 


2 Cor. xi. 14. Rev. i. 4, 5 


A Diſcour ſe on Prayer. 9 
«© weakneſs. Moſt gladly therefore will -T rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Chriſt 
may reſt upon me. By the apoſtle John, when 
Chriſt ſaid to him, Surely I come quickly, he 
replies, Amen, even ſo, come, Lord Jeſus,” "And 
by many others; ſuch as thoſe mentioned by Ana- 
nias to Chriſt, when he bid him ariſe, and go tb 


Saul; Lord, ſays he, I have heard by many of 


e this man, hom much evil he hath done to thy 
ſaints at Jeruſalem; and here he hath authority 


from the chief priets ro bind al that call ON. thy 


«6 name. {7} 5053 rn: 

God che Holy Ghoſt may be allo prayed unto, 
as he is ſometimes ſingly and alone, and as diſtinct 
from the Father and the Son; . The Lord di- 


iurect your hearts into the love of God, and into 


the patient waiting for Cbriſt.“ By the Lord, 
T underſtand the Lord the Spirit, whoſe work it is, 
to direct the hearts of believers into the love of God, 
and to ſhed it abroad in their hearts; ho is mani- 
feſtly diſtinguiſhed: in this petition from God the 
Father, into whoſe love, and from the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, into a patient Waiting for of whom, the 
hearts of the ſaints are deſired to be directed by him. 
Sometimes he is prayed unto diſtinctly, in conjunc- 
tion with the other two Perſons, as by the apoſtle 
Paul; The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
* che love of God, and the oommunion of the Holy 
« Ghoſt} be with you all, Amen.“ And'bythe 
apoſtle John; Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from him which is, and which was, and which 
js to come; and from the ſeven ſpirits which are 
before his throne, and from Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
** the faithful witneſs.” By the ſeven ſpirits, can- 
not be meant angels; for it cannot be — ought that 
=o Seng' roy ome r- a _ upon ech | 
in 21700 
he | AE 14. * 2 Theſf in. 5. 
E * 
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10 of Diſcourſe an Prayer. 
with:thie divine Being, 
An ſuch a ſolemn manner; but by them we are to 


underſtand the Holy Spirit of God, who is focalled | 


either in alluſion to Far. xi. 2. or on account of the 
Feven churches of Aſia, to whom John wrote by his 


„ e CIT fulneis of 


his 
122 each divine Perſon ma be ingly 
and diſtinctl y addreſſed in prayer, and all Three to- 
gether being throne Cod, be conſider d as the ob- 
Ject of it; pet, according to the order of the Per- 
fons in the Deity, and ſuitably to their ſeveral and 
diſtinct parts, . burr harp ent, take in 
the affair. of man's ſalvation, God the Father, the 
— is general udireſſed as the wdject of 
er, not to the excluſion of the Son and 
Spine: Che is the Mediator, by whom we draw 
nigh 9 God, and the Holy Ghoſt is the enditer 
our prayers, and who afliſts in the putting of 
Corte 1 
The firſt Perſon is uſually addreſſed in prayer 
under the character of a Father, and as our Father; 


ſo Chriſt caught his diſciples to pray, t Out Fa- 


and be wich him aldreſſed 


4< ther which art in heaven, c.“ and he is to be 


conſidered in this relation to us, either as the Fathet 
of our ſpirits, the Author of our by whom 
we are for, ſupplied, 
chem. In this manner the church in Iſaiah's time 
applied to him, ſaying; ” + But now, O Lord, 
<< thou art our Father; we are the clay, and thou 
« our potter, and we are all the work of thy hand. 
Be not wroth very 1 
« ber ee err ever= dehold, fee, ve arsch 
cee, we are all thy people.” Or he may be con- 
fidered as the Father or Author of our mercies, 


| e 2 7 Tait av, 8-9; + 


. | RN 
9 


and fu in 


temporal and ſpiritual, which he, in a kind and 
gracious nr, herb W 


A Diſcourſe on Prayer. IT 
and that as the Father of Chriſt, and as our God 
and Father in Chriſt. In this view the apoſtle ad- 
dreſſes him, when he ſays, * « Bleſſed be God, 
© even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Father of mercies,. and the God of all comfort.“ 
And, in another place *, © Blefſed be the God and 
« Father of our Loot Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed 
us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in 
& Chriſt.” Now theſe ſeveral conſiderations fur- 
niſh out ſo many reaſons and arguments to induce 
and encourage us to apply to him, who is the 
* God of all grace,” and is both able and willing to 
„ ſupply our need according to his riches in glory 
$ by Chriſt Jeſus.” 60 
The ſecond Perſon, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is both God and man, is the Mediator between God 
and man. God, abſolutely conſidered, is a con- 
% ſuming fire;” there is no approaching to him as 
creatures, and eſpecially as ſinful creatures, Job 
was ſenſible of this, when he ſaid, * He is not a 
man as Jam, that I ſhould anſwer him, and we 
% ſhould come together in judgment; neither is 
there any days-man betwixt us, that might lay 
4 his hand upon us both.” Now Chriſt is the Days- 
man, the Mediator, the middle Perſon, who has 
opened a way for usto God, even “ a new and living 
„ way, which he hath conſecrated for us, throu 


the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh*.” He himſelf is 


* the way, the truth, and the life; he is the way 
of acceſs to God; © through him we, both Jews 
* and Gentiles, have an acceſs, by one Spirit, unto 
4 the Father” he is the way of acceptance with 
God; our perſons are . accepted in the beloved,” 
and our . ſpiritual ſacrifices” of prayer and praiſe 
are © acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt: The 
prayers of the ſaints are called odours*; they yes 
© ot | .. 0 
ST SCn ky. * i. 3. d Jobix. 32, 33. © Heb. 
x. 20. * xiv. 6 * it, go 16 1 1 Pet. ü. 5, 
Rev. v. 8. and vii, 3, 4. | | 
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12 A. Difcourfe on Prayer. 

of a ſweet ſmelling favour to God; which is owing 
to the mediation of Chriſt, the Angel of God's pre- 
ſence, who ſtands continually at the golden altar 
before the throne, with a golden cenſer in his hand, 
to-whom is given much incenſe, with which he of- 
fers the prayers of all faints, and which makes them 
a ſweet odour to God. Our encouragements to 
prayer, and to the cxerciſe of grace in that duty, 
are chiefly taken from, and our pleas for the bleſ- 
ſings of grace, are founded on the Perſon, blood, 
righteouſneſs, ſacrifice, and interceſſion of Chriſt, 
„Seeing then, ſays the apoſtle*®, that we have a 
« great High Prieſt, that is paſſed into the hea- 
c yens, Jeſus the Son of God, let us hold faſt our 
ce profeſſion: For we have not an High Prieſt 
* which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
* infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like as 
< we are, yet without fin. Let us therefore come 


*© boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 


* mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.“ 
And, in another place*, he exhorts and encourages 
to this work in much the ſame manner; Having, 
e ſays he, an High Prieſt over the houſe of God, 
ce Jet us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſu- 


©. rance of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from 


* an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with 
<< pure water.” 0p. wy 
The third Perſon, the Holy Spirit, takes his part, 
and has a peculiar place in this work ; he is the Au- 
thor of prayer, the Enditer of it, who forms it in 
our hearts, creates breathings, and deſires after ſpi- 
ritual things, ſtirs us up to prayer, and aſſiſts in it, 
Hence he is called, 2 The Spirit of grace and of 
« ſupplications ;” both the gift and grace of prayer 
come from him; he informs us of our wants, ac- 
quaints us with our neceſſities, teaches us, both in 
what. manner, and for what we ſhould pray; for 
W 
2 Heb. ir. 14, 5,16. * Ib, ch. x. 21,22. * Zech. xii. 10. * 
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A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 14 
what his moſt ſuitable for us, and agreeable to the 
will of God to beſtow on us, and helps us under all 
our infirmities in prayer; which is obſerved by the 
apoſtle, for the uſe, inſtruction, and comfort of be- 
levers, when he ſays", ** Likewiſe the Spirit alfo 
e helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what 
% we ſhould pray for as we ought } but the Spirit 
& itſelf maketh interceſſion for us with groanings 
& which cannot be uttered ; and he that ſearcheth 
& the hearts, knoweth what is the mind of the. 
% Spirit, becauſe he maketh interceſſion for the 
& ſaints, according to the will of God.” As Chrift 
is our Advocate with the Father, pleads our cauſe, 
and makes interceſſion at the right hand of God for 
the acceptation of our perſons and prayers, ſo the 


Holy Spirit is our Advocate within us; he makes, 


interceſſion for us in our own hearts; he puts ſtrength 
into us; he fills our mouths with arguments, and 
enables us to plead with God. Chriſt is the Me- 
diator, through whom, and the Spirit, the Aſſiſter, 


by whom we have acceſs to the Father. God, as 


the God of all grace, kindly invites us to himſelf; 
Chriſt, the Mediator, gives us boldneſs ; and the 
Spirit of grace, freedom and liberty in our acceſs unto 
him; and this is what the ſcriptures call! praying 
ce with all prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, and 


by praying in the Holy Ghoſt.” But of this more 


hereafter. I proceed, 


2. To conſider the ſeveral parts of prayer; in 


which I do not deſign to preſcribe any preciſe form 
of praying, but to obſerve to you the method and 


matter of it, which may ſerve to direct and aſſiſt you 


in it. It is/ proper to begin this work with a cele- 


bration and adoration of ſome one or more of the 


divine perfections; which will at once have a ten- 


dency to ſtrike our minds with a proper ſenſe of the 


divine Majeſty, glorify him, and encourage us in 
— B 2 our 
| > Rom. vii. 26, 27, i Eph, vi. 18. Jude, ver. 20. 
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14 I Diſcourſe on Prayer. 
our ſupplications to him; all which is highly ne- 
ceſſary in our entrance on it. All the perfections 
of God are inſtructive to us in this work, and ſerve 
to influence our minds and affections towards him, 
command our fear and reverence of him, engage 
our faith in him, ſtrengthen our dependance on him, 


and raiſe in us expectations of receiving good things 


from him. The greatneſs, glory, power, and ma- 
jeſty of God, the holineſs, purity, and righteouſneſs 


ol his nature, oblige us to an humble ſubmiſſion to 


him, and reverential awe of him. The conſidera- 
tion of his love, grace, mercy, and goodneſs, will 
not ſuffer his dread to make us afraid. We learn 
from his omniſcience, that he knows not only our 
rſons, but our wants, and what is moſt ſuitable 
or us, when the moſt convenient ſeaſon, and which 
the beſt way and manner to beſtow it on us. Itcan 
be no ſmall ſatisfaction to us, © that all things are na- 
« ked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom 
cc we have todo;” the thoughts of our hearts are not 
hid from him; the ſecret ejaculations of our minds 


are known to him; the breathings and defires of 


our ſouls are before him; he underſtmds the lan- 
guage of a ſigh and groan; and when we chatter 
like a crane or a ſwallow, it does not paſs unob- 
ſerved by him. His omnipotence, affures us that. 
nothing is too hard for him, or impoſſible to him; 
that he is © able to do exceeding abundantly above 
& all that we aſk or think ;*” that we can't be in ſuch 
a low eſtate, or diſtreſſed condition, or attended 
with ſuch ſtreights and difficulties; but he is able to 
relieve, deliver, and ſave us. We conclude from his 
omnipreſence, that he fills the heavens and the earth; 
that he is in all places, at all times; that he is a God 
at hand, and a God afar off; that he is near unto 


us, where-ever we are, ready to aſſiſt us, and will be 


<< a very preſent help in trouble.” His immutabi- 


lity in his counſel, and faithfulneſs in his covenant, 


yield 
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A Diſeourſe on Prayer. 13 
yield the © heirs of promiſe ſtrong conſolation.” 


| Theſe give us reaſon to believe that not one of the 


2 things which the Lord has promiſed ſhall ever 
il; that what he has ſaid, he will do; and what 
he has either purpoſed or promiſed, he will bring 
to paſs: He will not ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail; 
& his covenant he will not break, nor alter the thing 
« that is gone out of his lips.“ You ſee that the no- 
tice of theſe things is neceſſary, both for the glory of 
God and our own comfort. It is alſo very proper, 
when we begin our addreſs to God, to make men- 
tion of ſome one or more of his names and titles, as 
Jehovah, Lord, God, Sc. and of the relations he 
ftands in to us; not only as the God of nature, the 
Author of our beings, the Donor of our mercies, 
and the Preſerver of our lives, but as the God of 
grace, the Father of Chriſt, and our Covenant- 
God, and Father in Chriſt. After this manner our 
Lord directed his diſciples to pray, ſaying, © Our 
« Father which art in heaven, Sc, 
In the next place, it highly becomes us to ac- 
knowledge our meanneſs and unworthineſs, to make 
confeſſion of our ſins and tranſgreſſions, and pray 
for the freſh diſcoveries and manifeſtations of par- 
doning love and grace. When we enter into the 
divine preſence, and take upon us to ſpeak unto the 
Lord, we ſhould own with Abraham *, that we are 
hut duſt and aſhes,” and with Jacob, that we 
are © not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and 
« of all the truth which God has ſhewed unto us.” 


- Confeſſion of fin, both of our nature and of our 


lives, is a ve oper and neceſſary part of this 
work. This > Foray the practice” of * ſaints in 
all ages; as of David, which appears from his own 
words a; I acknowledge my ſin unto thee, and 
% mine iniquity have I not hid: I faid, I will con- 
“ feſs my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, and = 

| | & for. 


Gen. xviii, 27, * Chap. xxxii, 10, * Plal. i. f. 


16 4 Difeourſe on Prayer. 
. « forgaveſt the iniquity of my. ſin.” So Daniel, 
when he ſet his face unto the Lord God, to ſeek by 
prayer and ſupplications, made confeſſion both of 


his'own and of the ſins of others; I prayed unto 


the Lord my God, ſays he-, and made my con- 


ec feſſion, and ſaid, O Lord, the great and dread- 
<« ful God, keeping the Covenant; and mercy to 


„ them that love him, and to them that keep his 


* commandments. We have ſinned and commit- 
ted iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 


* rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts, 


and from thy judgments ; neither have we hear- 
« -ken'd unto thy ſervants the prophet, which ſpake 
<« in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our 
* fathers, and to all the people of the land.” And 
the / apoſtle. John, for the encouragement of be- 
levers in this part ef the duty of prayer, ſays << If 
<« we confeſs our ſins, he, h. e: God, is juſt and 
faithful to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us 
cc from all unrighteouſneſs: Not that confeſſion. 
of ſin is either the procuring cauſe, or means, or 
condition of pardon, and cleanſing, which are both 
owing to the blood of Chriſt; in juſtice and faith- 
fulneſs to which, and him that ſhed it, God forgives 
the ſins of his people, and cleanſes them from them; 
but the deſign of the apoſtle is to ſhew that fin is in 


the ſaints, and is committed by them, and that con- 


feſſion of fin is right and acceptable in the ſight of 
God ; and, to animate and encourage them to it, 
he takes notice of the juſtice and faithfulneſs of God 
in pardoning and cleanſing his people, through the 
blood of Chriſt, which, as he had a little before ob- 
ſerved, cleanſeth from all ſin.” Nay, we are not 
only to make confeſſion of ſin in prayer, but to pray 
for the pardon and forgiveneſs 1 it. Chriſt directed 


his diſciples to this part of their duty, when he bid 


them pray after this manner ?; © Forgive us our 
8 & debts, 


»Das. ix. 4, , 6. 1 Jehn i. 9. » Matt. vi. 12. 
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« debts, as we forgive our debtors.” This has been 
the conſtant practice of the ſaints, as of Moſes 2 


O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go amongſt - 


% us, and pardon our iniquity and our fin, and 
* take us for thine inheritance.” Of David:; 
For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine ini- 
equity, for it is great.“ Yea, he ſays tothe Lord, 


For this, ſhall every one that is godly pray unto 


< thee, in a time when thou mayeſt be found.” 
And of Daniel*, O Lord, hear; O Lord, for- 
„ give; O Lord, hearken and do, defer not, for 
** thine own ſake, O my God; for thy city and thy 
people are called by thy name.” Now it ought 
to be obſerved, that very frequently when the ſaints 
pray, either for the forgiveneſs of their own, or 
others ſins, their meaning is, that God would, in a 
providential way, deliver them out of preſent diſtreſs, 
remove his afflifting hand, which lies heavy on them, 
or avert ſuch judgments which ſeem to hang over 
their heads, and very much threaten them; which, 
when he does, is an indication of his having par- 
doned them. We are to underſtand many petitions 


of Moſes , Job”, Solomon *, and others, in this 


ſenſe : Beſides, when believers now pray for the par- 


don of fin, their meaning is not that the blood of | 


Chriſt ſhould be ſhed again for the remiſſion of their 
ſins; or that any new act of pardon ſhould ariſe in 
God's mind, and be paſſed by him; but that they 
might have the ſenſe, the manifeſtation, and appli- 

cation of pardoning grace to their ſouls. We are 


not to imagine, that as often as the ſaints ſin, re- 


pent, confeſs their ſins, and pray for the forgiveneſs 
of them, that God makes and paſſes new acts of 
pardon; for he has, by one eternal and compleat 
act of grace, in the view of his Son's blood and 


facrifice, freely and fully forgiven all the treſpaſſes 


of 

1 Exod. xxxiv. 9. Pal. xxv. 11. Pfſal. xxxii. 6. 

t Dan. . 19.  * Exod. xxxii. 32. Numb. xiv. 19, 20. 
Job vii. 21, 1 Kings vii. 30, 34, 36, 39, 50. 
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=. - of his choſen ones, all their ſins paſt, preſent, and to 


come; but whereas they daily ſin againſt God, grieve 
his Spirit, and wound their own conſciences, they 
have need of the freſh ſprinklings of the blood of 
fleſus, and of renewed manifeſtations of pardon to 
7 their ſouls; and it is both their duty and intereſt to 
attend the throne of grace on this account. | 
Another part and branch of prayer lies in putting 
up petitions to God for good things, temporal and 
ſpiritual mercies, the bleſſings of nature and of grace, 
As we ought to live in a dependance on divine pro- 
vidence, Þ we ſhould is. pray for the common 
ſuſtenance of our bodies, the comfort, ſupport, and 
preſervation of our lives; as our Lord has taught 
us, ſaying“, Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Our . in this way ought, indeed, to be fre- 
uent, but not large; we ſhould not ſeek great 
ings for ourſelves. Agur's prayer is a proper 
copy for us to follow ; ** Two things, ſays he to 
, the Lord, have I required of thee, deny me 
te them not before I die; remove far from me 
« vanity and lies: Give me neither poverty nor 
„ riches; feed me with food convenient for me, 
« left I be full and deny thee, and ſay, who is the 
« Lord? or leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the 
* name of my God in vain.” The fpiritual bleſ- 
{ings we ſhould aſk for, are ſuch as God has laid up 
in the covenant of grace, which is ordered in al 
things, and ſure, Chriſt has procured by his blood, 
the goſpel is a revelation of, and the Spirit of God 
makes interceſſion for in our own hearts, according to 
the will of God; for theſe things we ſnould . pray 
in faith, nothing wavering *; for this is the con- 
* fidence that we have in him, 5. e. God, that if 
_ © weaſk any thing according to his will, he heareth 
« us; and if we know that he hear us, whatſoever 
N cc we 
Matth. vi. 11, + * Prov. xxx. 7, 8, 9. James i. 6. 
1 John v. 14, 15. . LM e 
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Lord, ſays he*, according to 


a 


4. Diſcourſe on. Prayer. 19 
ee. we aſlæ, we know that we have the petitions that 
et we deſired of him.“ When we pray for ſpecial 
mercies, ſpiritual bleſſings, ſuch as converting grace 
for unconverted friends and relations, we ought tg 
pray in ſubmiſſion to the ſecret will of God. 

.: Thankſgiving for mercies received, is another 
thing which we ſhould not be forgetful of at the 
throne of grace; In every thing, by prayer and 
« ſapplication, with thankſgiving, ſays the apoſtle?, 
< {et your requeſts be made known to God.” As 
we have always mercies to pray for, fo likewiſe to 
return thanks for; it becomes us to continue in 
prayer,“ for conſtant ſupplies from heaven, and 
to <* watch in the ſame with thankſgiving,” h. e. to 
wait for the bleſſings we have been praying for; 
and when we have received them, to watch for a 
proper opportunity, and make uſe of it, to“ offer 
te the ſacrifice of praiſe to God, that is, the fruit of 
e our lips, giving thanks to his name.“ When this 
part is neglected, it is highly reſented by the Lord; 
as appears from the caſe of the ten lepers*, when 
<< one of them ſaw that he was healed, turned back, 
e and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell 
* down,on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: 
« And he was a Samaritan; upon which our Lord 
** ſays, Were there not ten cleanſed ? but where are 
e the nine? there are not found that returned to 
« pive glory to God, fave this ſtranger.” - 35 
Before we conclude the exerciſe of this duty, it is 
proper to deprecate ſuch evils from us, which are 
either upon us, or we know we are liable to, or may 
befal us; ſuch as the temptations of Satan, the ſnares 
of the world, the diſtreſſes of life, public calamities, 
Sc. This was in part practiſed by Daniel: O 

all thy righteouſ- 


« neſs, 


v Phil. iv. 6. & Col. iv. 2. Luke xvii, 15, 16, 17, 48, 
© Dan, ix. 16. 


— 
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« neſs, 1 I beſeech thee, let thine anger 

« be turned away from tliy city Term, 1 
mountain; becauſe for our fins, and for 
& quities of our fathers, Jerufalem and thy people 
« are become a reproach to all that are about yt 
And this is intimated by Chriſt to his 


that excellent direftory c * 7 85 he gave them, 858 


of which was this; us not into tempta- 
5 tion, but detiver us from evil.“ 
| Ax the cla of this atk. bf prin 27 
to make ule of doxologies, or on Way 
God; as we begin with God, 4 


3 as in the entrance on this duty, 8 


Read gz to him, ſo at the concluſion of it we ſhould 


cribe glory to him. Such an aſcription of glory 


to God, we find, was ufed by Chriſt at the end of 
25 prayer he taught his diſciples, in. this manner; 


6 | Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
By the apoſtte Paul“ in this form 

Unto him, 5. e. God, be glory in the church, by 

10 is Chl Jeſus, throughout all ages, world without 

22 And in anothet } place thus; No unto 

&« the King eternal, 8 invifible, the only 


« wiſe God, de Horiour and glory, for ever and 


10 ever.“ the apoſtle Jude in theſe wo 


*" Now unto. him F 


* falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the 
2: preſence of his glory, with exceeding joy; 
& only wife God our Saviour, be glory "T — 
2 Gannon and power, both now and ever.“ 
by. the apoſtle John Bo his ke, © Tits 


d him that hath loved us, and waſhed us from our 


1 Lins i in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
prieſts unto God and his Father ; to him be g 


| n dominion for ever and ever.“ Theſe, and 
Fac 


like e r Son, 
and 
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and Spirit, are neceſſary at the finiſhing of our ſup - 
raden ſince the mercies and blefing⸗ we — 
been erde petitioning, ar returning thanks for 
come from him; beſides, they ſerve to ſhew forth 
the praiſes of God, and to expreſs our ſenlc-of gra- 
titude to him, our dependance upon him, and our 
execution of receiving good things from him. 
The whole of this exerciſe of prayer ſhould be 
concluded with pronauncing the word Amen; as a 
teſtification of our hearty aſſent to what we have ex- 
preſſed, and of our fincere defires and wiſhes, that 
what we have been praying for might be accom- 
liſhed, and of our full and firm perſuaſion and aſ- 
lured belief that God is able, willing, and faithful 
to perform all that he has promiſed, and give what- 
ſoever we have been aſking of him, according to his 
will, But J proceed, „ 5 
3. To conſider the ſeveral ſorts and kinds of 
prayer, or the various diftributions into which it 
may be made, or the different views in which it 
may be confidered. . e, pe, 15-81 
Prayer may be conſidered either as mental or vo- 
cal. Mental prayer is what is only conceived in the 
mind; it conſiſts of ſecret ejaculations in the heart, 
which are not expreſſed with an audible and articu- 
late voice. Such was the prayer of Hannah, of 
whom it is ſaid ®; that as ſhe continued praying 
* before the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth. 
% Now Hannah ſhe ſpake in her heart, only her 
4 lips moved; but her yoice was not heard, there- 
4 fore Eli thought ſhe had been drunken.” Vocal 
prayer is that which, being conceived and formed 
in the heart, is expreſſed by the tongue, in words, 
with an audible and articulate voice, ſo as to be 
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heard and underſtood. This the prophet intends, 
when he ſays"; Take with you words, and turn * 
« unto the Lord, ſay unto him, Take away all ini- 

| he ES | * quity, 
im. | * 1 Sam. i. 12, 13. » Hoſ.xiv, 2 
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4 quity, and receive us graciouſly ; ſo will we ren- 
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ce der the calves of our lips. 
Again, prayer may be conſidered either as private 
or 5 Private prayer is that which is either 
performed in the family, by the head or maſter of 
it, the reſt joining with him in it, or by a ſociety 
of Chriſtians in a private houſe, or by a ſingle per- 
ſon, in ſecret and alone; concerning which Chriſt 
gives theſe directions and inſtructions *: © When 
be thoy prayeſt, ſays he, thou ſhalt not be as the 

te hypocrites are; for they love to pray ſtanding in 

ce the ſynagogues, and in the corners of the ſtreets, 

te that they may be ſeen of men; verily, I ſay unto 

te you, they have their reward, But thou, when 
thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet; and when 
c thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father, 
& which is in ſecret, and thy Father, which ſeeth 
*in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly.” Public 
prayer is what is uſed in the houſe of God, which is 
therefore calledy, an © houſe of prayer ;”” where the 
People of God meet together, and, with the other 
parts of divine, public, and ſocial worſhip, perform 
this. The firſt Chriſtians, in the early days of the 
goſpel, are commended, among other things, for their 
continuing ſtedfaſtly in prayers,” 4. e. in public 
prayers ; they conſtantly met where prayer was 
* wont to be made; and God was pleaſed to give 
a ſignal teſtimony of his approbation of this their 
practice; for, at a certain time, „when they had 

te prayed, the place was ſhaken, where they were 
$5 aſſembled together; and they were all filled with 

te the Holy Ghoſt, and they ſpake the word of God 
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£ with boldneſs.” | BY 
Once more: Prayer may be conſidered either as 
extraordinary or ordinary. Extraprdinary prayer is 
that which is made uſe of on particular and ſpecial 
5 E | tia n 
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f occaſions ; as that exerciſe of prayer, which was 
kept by the church on account of Peter's being in 


priſon. The divine hiſtorian ſays*, that Peter 
ec was kept in priſon; but prayer was made with- 
out ceaſing of the church unto God for him; “ 
which inſtance of extraordinary e was followed 
with an extraordinary event; for whilſt they were 
praying, an angel was diſpatched from heaven, 
and looſed Peter from his bonds, who came to 
the place where the church was aſſembled, be- 
fore they had broke up their exerciſe. Such alſo 


were the prayers of the elders of the church in thoſe 


times for the ſick, which the apoſtle James ſpeaks 
of*; Is any ſick among you? let him call for the 
< elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
<« anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 
<« and the prayer of faith ſhall ſave the ſick, and 
the Lord ſhall raiſe him up.” Ordinary prayer 
is what is uſed in common in the church of God, 
in a religious. family, or by a ſingle perſon, at ſtated 
times; which, with David and Daniel under the 
Old Teſtament, were three times a day, evening, 
morning, and at noon ; which practice 1s laudable 
enough to follow, provided no ſtreſs is laid on the 
punctual performance of this duty at theſe preciſe 
fimes, and is not made the term and condition of 
our acceptance with God, and of our ſtanding in 


his favour, which would be to reduce us to the co- 


venant of works, enfnare our ſouls, and bring us 


into a ſtate of bondage. 


II. I come now to conſider the manner in which 


the apoſtle was deſirous of performing this duty. 


1. With the Spirit.” By the Spirit v, ſome 


- underſtand no more than the human breath, or 
voice; and ſuppoſe that the apoſtle's meaning is, 


| 2 that 
Acts xii. 5. t James v. 14, 15. u Pfal. Iv. 17. 
Dan. vi. 10. Primaſius, Gaignaeus & Eraſmus in Effius, 
in v. 14. Vid. Bezam & Paracum in ib. 


ſiuch a manner, as to be underſtood: He w 
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2 he would y vocally, with an articulate voice, 
$4 diſtin& ſounds, dee ve 1 
ame fame paſiiges in this chapter, which ma 
858 this ſenſe, might incline them to i 3 As 
= the apoſtle obſerves *, that ings without 
« life giving ſound, whether pipe „except 
5 they give a diſtinction in the dea; how Fe 
© it be on what is piped.or arped ? For if the 
| ive an uncertain ſound, who ſhall 
<< pare himſelf to the battle? So likewiſe you, ex- 
4 cept 1 tongue words eaſy to be un- 
<« derſtood, how ſhall it be known whatis ſpoken? 
* for ye ſhall ſpeak into the air. Thereare, it may 
< be, 14 kinds of voices in the world, and 
< none of * are without ſignification; therefore 
< if I know not the g of the voice, I ſhall be 
< unto him that ſpe; barian; and he that 
«© ſpeaketh, a Bar 1 mee” But the a poſtle 
here, by voice and Ain in ſounds, —— not 
inten » a clear, 2 articulate voice, 2 
tongue, a known 1 in — — 
to anunknown tongue and 
underſtood by 2 This ſenſe o ng: Fac: 
| L a ent ee M 
55 858 beſt leg 9 poſtle — 
nary irit beſtowed on the a 
others, by * oke with divers 
and which he determined to make uſe of, thou 


754 
uſe it without an interpretation. This is the ſenſe I 
have given of it already, and is the. moſt e \ 
received ſenſe of interpreters, and which may be 
confirmed by the uſe of the word in the context; 
as in uer. 2. 4 He chat ſpeaketh in an unknown 
tongue, ſpeaketh not unto men, but unto God, 
* for no man underſtandeth him ; kowhbeit, in the 


6d Spun” 


ones 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 


. — 0 „ 


- ine „ Mk. Ta: i. ad. . 


ver. 14. If I pray in an unknown t 


« truth. 


i 


A Diſeatrſe on Prayer. 
ſpirit,” þ. e. by exerciſing the extraordinary 
of Spirit, “ he ſpeaketh myſteries ;”? al 


Spirit prayeth,” 5. e. 1 pray by virtue the e. 
traordinary gift of the Spirit beſtowed on me; but 
e my unde is unfruitful; I am of no uſe 
and {ſervice to thoſe that hear me. So 1 ile in 
ver. 16. Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with che 
b. e. when thou giveſt thanks in pede ona np 
through the gift of the Spirit, how ſhall he that 
* occupieth the room of the unlearned, ſay, Amen, 
« at thy giving of thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth 
* not what thou ſayeſt 7” 

There is another ſenſe of the phraſe, whichT am 
6 with the Sir - and that is this : By ; praying 
« with the Spirit,” ſome underſtand the apoſt! 
own ſpirit, or his praying in a ſpiritual way, with 
a ſpirit of devotion and fervency; and, indeed, in 
fuch a manner he performed every part of _—_ | 

worſhip and __— whether preaching or 
or any thir: * God is my ad fps He 
oy . — 5 Joon e with my ſpirit, in the cope 176 
« Son;”” which kind of fervice is moſt agreeable to 
the nature of God“: He is * a Spirit, an they thit 
* worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit, and is 

And it becomes us to be fervent i in ſpirit 

whilſt we are ſerving the Lord. Such a frame 8 
foul, particularly in prayer, is moſt fuitable to the 
work; moſtdefirableto the ſaints, acceptable to God, 4 
and powerful with him; The effectual fervent 
« prayer of the righteous man availeth much.? 

Ive may be ſaid to pray with our ſpirits, or in a 
foirieual way, when we draw nigh to God with a 
true heart; or when we are enabled to lift up our 
heart with our ito. God in the heavens z 
Gb. ih! may dray near to him, as the Jews of old 

with theif mouth, and with their lips, _— 


7 Rom. L 9. * John ir. 24. * James v. 16. > Ia, xxix. #3. 
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him, and yet, at the ſame time, their heart may be 
removed far from him, and their fear towards him, 
be taught b of the precept of men. It is one thing to 
have the gift of prayer, and another to have the grace 
of prayer, and that in exerciſe; it is one thing to 
pray with the mouth, and another to Pray with the 
heart. Praying in a formal, gracele 

mere outſide worſhip, lip-labour, bodily. exerciſe, 


Ss manner, is 


that p rofiteth nothing; it is uſeleſs to men, and un- | 


as to God, who accounts of it, and calls it 
no other than howling. Hence he ſays of ſome e, 
They have not cried unto me with their hearts, 
&« when they howled upon their beds.” Spiritual 
prayer is, more or leſs, ormed in the 
Exerciſe of the grace of faith; ſuch who draw nigh 
to God with a true heart, ſhould alſo in full aſſurance 
of faith. The apoſtle James directs to prayer in this 
way“; «© If any of you, fays he, lack wiſdom, let 
rc him aſk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
<« and upbraideth not, -and-it ſhall be given . — 5 
& But let him aſk in faith, nothing wavering; for 
a 0 he that wavereth is like a wave of the ſea, driven 
ze with the wind, and toſſed; for let not that man 
6 think, that he ſhall receive any.thing of the Lord.” 
We ſhould not only have an aſſurance of faith, with 
reſpect to the object whom we addreſs, which is ab- 
ſolutely neceflary ; © For he that cometh to God, 
< mult believe that he i is, and that he is a rewarder 
* of them that diligently. ſeek him ;” but alſo with 
reſpe to the things we pray for; when they are ſuch 5 
which God has promiſed, which he has laid up in 
his coyenant, put into the hands of his Son, and, - 
we know, are according to his revealed mind and 
will to give; all which is conſiſtent with that reve- 
rence and godly fear, by which we ſerve God ac- 
ceptably; with that humility which becomes ſup- 
plicants, and i iS grateful to God, who © reſiſteth the 
cc proud, 
4 HoG ail 44: nl 6 7 + Heb. ak 8. 
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« proud, but giveth grace to the humble; and wich 
that ſubmiſſion and reſignation of our wills to his 
will, in which Chriſt is a glorious pattern to us, when 
ke in prayer ſaid*, Father, if thou be willing, re- 
* move this cup from me; nevertheleſs, not my 

< will, but thine be done.“ In a word, when we 
pray with our ſpirits, or in a ſpiritual way, we not 
only lift up our hearts to God, and what we aſk for, 

aſk in faith, with a reverential filial fear of the di- 
vine Majeſty, in deep humility of ſoul, and with an 
entire ſubmiſſion to God's will; but alſo in the name 
and for the ſake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; we do not 
preſent our ſupplications to God for our righteouſ- 
neſſes, but far the Lord's ſake, and for his great 
mercies; we come not in our own name, but in 
Chriſt's; we go forth not in our own ſtrength, but 
in his; we make mention of his righteouſneſs, and 
of his only; we plead the merits and efficacy of his 
blood; we bring his ſacrifice in the arms of our 
faith; we expect audience and acceptance upon his 
account alone, and that our petitions and requeſts 
will be heard and anſwer*d for his ſake; and we leave 
them with him, who is our Advocate with the Fa- 
ther. This may be called true, ſpiritual, fervent, 

Prayer cannot be performed in ſuch a manner, 
without the grace, influence, and aſſiſtance of the 

Spirit of God. Some therefore think, that by the 
Spirit,“ in my text, is meant the Holy Spirit of 


God z. and that praying with the Spirit, is the ſame 
which the apoſtle Jude calls praying in the Holy 


4 Ghoſt.” If we take the words in this ſenſe, we 

are not to ſuppoſe that when the apoſtle ſays, I 

* will pray with the Spirit,“ that he imagined he 

could pray with the Holy Spirit, and under his in- 

Avences when he pleaſed ; his words muſt " on 
* der 


Lake xxii, 43. 
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fidered only as expreſſive of the ſenſe he had of the 
need of the Spirit of God in prayer, and of his 
earneſt deſires, after his gracious aſſiſtance in the 
performance of it. I have already obſerved what 
3 the Holy Ghoſt has in the work of prayer; 
e is the Author of it; he is the Spirit of grace and 
fupplications ; the Enditer of it, he forms it in the 
heart; * the effectual fervent, ieeyupwn, the inſpi- 
red, the inwrought prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much ; that is, ſuch prayer as is formed in the 
foul by the powerful-energy of the Spirit of God, 
who puts things into the heart, and words into the 
mouth: *. Take with you words, and turn to the 
Lord; ſay unto him, Take away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciouſly :** He directs in the matter 
of prayer; for we know not what we ſhould pray 
& for as we ought; he maketh interceſſion for the 
« ſaints, according to the will of God.” And, in- 
deed, who ſo proper as he, who ſearches the deep 
things of God, and perfectly knows his mind? he 
helps the ſaints under all their infirmities : When 
they are ſhut up in their ſouls, and cannot come 
forth in prayer with liberty, he enlarges their hearts, 
and gives them freedom of ſoul, and liberty of ſpeech, 
fo as they can pour out their ſouls before God, and 
tell him all their mind : * Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty.“ Without him we can- 
not pray, either in faith or with fervency; nor can 
we call God our Father without him, the Spirit 
of adoption, or uſe that freedom with him, as chil- 
dren with a Father; but: becauſe ye are ſons, ſays 
the apoſtle ', God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 
5 Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” 
Perhaps it may be objected, that if the Spirit of 
God is ſo abſolutely neceſſary in prayer, then men 
6Uught not to pray, unleſs they have the Spirit, or are 


under 


* 2 v. 16. b Hoſ. xiv. 2. Rom. vii. 26, 27. 
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under the immediate influences of his grace. Ta. 
which I anſwer, that prayer may be conſider d as a 
natural duty; and as ſuch is binding on all men, even 
on a natural man, deſtitute of the Spirit, and ought 
to be, and may be, performed by him in a natural 
way; to which there is ſomething analogous in the 
brute creatures, whoſe eyes wait upon the Lord; 
C And he giveth to the beaſt his food, and unto the 
* young ravens which cry *.“ And we may ob- 
ſerve, that the apoſtle Peter put Simon Magus upon 
prayer, though he was in a ſtate of unregeneracy; 
« Repent, ſays he", of this thy wickedneſs ; and 
& pray God, if perhaps, the thought of thine heart 
& may be forgiven thee.” *Tis true, none but a 
ſpiritual man can pray in a ſpiritual manner ; but 
then the ſpiritual man is not always under the gra- 
cious and powerful influences of the Spirit of God: 
He is ſometimes deſtitute of them, which ſeems to 
be David's caſe, when he ſaid, * Caſt me not 
“ away from thy preſence, and take not thy Holy 
“ Spirit from me: Reſtore unto me the joy of thy 
C falvation,. and uphold me with thy free Spirit; 

and yet we are to pray without ceaſing, to pray 
always and not faint?.” And one thing we are to 
pray for is the Spirit, to influence and aſſiſt us in 
prayer, and to work in us whatever 1s well pleaſing 
in the ſight of God: And we have reaſon to believe 
that ſuch a petition will be heard and anſwer d; for 
if earthly fathers ** know how to give good gifts 
6 unto their children, how much more ſhall our 
& heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
« aſk him *?” And, indeed, when we are in dark- 


neſs and diſtreſs, without the light of God's coun- 


tenance, the influences of his Spirit, and the com- 
munications of his grace, we have need of prayer 
* D 2 = moſt. 


n Pfal. calv. Is. and exlvii. 9. Acts vil. 22. Pfl. 
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. moſt, and ought'to be moſt conſtant at © the throne 
& of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
* * to help in time of need.“ This was David's 

„ Out of the depths, ſays he, have ! 
6 a unto thee, O Lord;” and fo it was Jonah's, 
when he was in © the belly of hell, and faid, I am 
„ caſt out of thy fight; yet, ſays he, I will look 
0 r towards thy holy tempte*:” And he adds, 
* When my foul fainted within me, I remember'd 
<< the Lord; and my prayer came inunto thee, into 

. <. thine holy temple.” And fo it was the practice 

of the church in Afaph's time; who, under dark- 
neſs and diſtrefs, ſaid *,-** Turn us again, O God, 
and cauſe thy face to ſhine, and we ſhall be faved. 

O Lord God of hoſts, how long wilt thou be an- 

<« ory againſt the prayer of thy People But 1 
proceed, ä 
2. To obſerve that the apoſtle i is deſirous of per- 
forming this duty of prayer, with the underſtand- - 
ing alſo,” b. e. in a language that may be under- 
ſtood by others ; for, as he obſerves in ver. 9. © ex- 
<<. cept ye utter by the tongue words eaſy tobe un- 
| .«-derftood, how ſhall it be known what is fpoken?” 
jay And for his own part, he declares, i in ver. 19. that 
Wh he ©© had rather ſpeak five words in the church with 
1! « his underſtanding, that by his voice he might 
« teach others alſo, than ten thouſand words in an 
unknown tongue.” This condemns the practice 
of the Papiſts, who pray in a language not under» 
ſtood by the: people. 

Or to “ pray with the underſtanding is to pray 
with the underſtanding illuminated b 2 Spirit of 
God, or to pray with an — ſpiritual un- 

1 | derſtanding of things. A man may uſe many words 

Y in prayer, and put up a great many petitions, and 

165 yet have no ſavoury experience, or ſpiritual under- 

. of the gs he att for. The under- 
ſtanding 


1 pal. cxxx. 1. Jonah i. 2, 4. 7. Pla. Ex. 3, 4 19 
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ſtanding of man is naturally dark, as to divine and 
ſpiritual things. The Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of 
wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
who enlightens the eyes of our underſtanding, to ſee 
our loſt ſtate and condition by nature, the exceeding 
ſinfulneſs of ſin, the impurity of our hearts, the im- 
perfection of our obedience, the inſufficiency of our 
righteouſneſs, the need of Chriſt, and ſalvation by 
d him, and the aboundings of God's grace and mercy 
0 ſtreaming through the Mediator's Perſon. Such 
2 

— 


N „ e 


who are thus enlighten'd, are able to“ pray with 
2 « the underſtanding alſo :” They know who they 
C pray unto, whilſt others worſhip they know not 
J. what; they can come to God as their God and Fa- 
* ther, as the God of all grace and mercy; they know 
1 the way of acceſs to him, and are ſenſible of their 
need of the Spirit to influence and aſſiſt them, by 
r- whom they know what to pray for, as they.ought; 
d- - and are well aſſured of the readineſs of God to hear 
1 and anſwer them for Chriſt's ſake : And, ſays the 


X- apoſtle *, ** If we know that he hear us, whatſoever 
n- e we aſk, we know that we have the petitions that 
* « we deſired of him.” Theſe are the perſons who 


at pray with the Spirit, and with the underſtanding 
ch alſo; theſe find their account in this work, and it is 

ht a delight to them. 
an I ſhall conclude this diſc@urſe with a few words, 
ce by way of encouragement to this part of divine wor- 
er- ſhip. It is good for the ſaints to draw near to 
fa God; it is not only good becauſe it is their duty, 
but becauſe it yields their fouls a ſpiritual pleaſure ; 
and it is alſo of great profit and advantage to them : 
It is often an ordinance of God, and which he owns 
for the quickening the graces of his Spirit, for the 
reſtraining and ſubduing the corruptions of our 
hearts, and for the bringing of our ſouls into nearer 
communion and fellowſhip with himſelf. * 
| Olten 


981 John v. Ic, 
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often felt the force and power of this piece of our 
ſpiritual armour; and, tis indeed, the laſt which 
the believer is direct _ make uſe of. Praying 
ſouls are profitable in” families, neigh eighbourhoods, 
churches, and common-wealths, when prayerleſs 
ones are in a great meaſure uſeleſs. The believer 
has the utmoſt encouragement to this work he can 
ire ; he may come to God, nat ag on a ſeat of 
juſtice, but as on a throne of grace. Chrift is the. 
Mediator between God and him, his way of acceſs 
to God, and his Advocate with the Father; the 
Spirit is his Guide, Director, and Aſſiſter; he has 
many exceeding great and precious miſes to 
plead with God; nor need he doubt of a kind re- 
ception, a gracious audience, and a proper anſwer, 
though never ſo mean and unworthy in himſelf ; 
ſince the Lord © will regard the prayer of the deſti- 
2 — and not Aa = prayer.” 
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leſs 7 11 ng with the Spirit, and I will fing as 
* the under landing alſo, 


N this day, in the laſt year, you were 
pleaſed to call me to preach to you from 
the former part of this verſe; which led 
me todiſcourſe concerning the work and 
auty of prayer, which, at your requeſt, was publiſhed 
to the world; and now, at your freſh inſtances, Iam 
deſired to 125 n the latter part of it, which re- 

gards the duty of fingi and, fince the text and 
context were open'd Þ ar as was neceſſary, in my 
former diſcourſe, I ſhall immediately attend to the 
confideration of the ſubje& before me; which T 
ſhall handle in the following method: 


1. 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew you what, is ſinging, 
and the nature of it, as an ordinance of God. 

II. Prove that it is an ordinance not confined to 
the Old Teſtament-diſpenſation. | 

III. Enquire into the ſubject- matter of ſinging, 

or what that is which is to be ſung. 

IV. Point out to you the perſons who are to ſing. 
And, 

V. Obſerve the manner in which this ordinance 
ſhould be perform'd. 


I. I am to ſhew you what is ſinging, or what is 
the common idea we have, or can have of it. Sing- 
ing may be eonſider'd either in a proper, or in an 
improper ſenſe; when it is uſed improperly, it is 
aſcribed to inanimate creatures: So the heavens, the 


72 carth* mountains, foreſts, the trees of the wood, the 
paſtures 


0 2 If. xliv. 23. and xlix. 13. 1 Chron, xvi. 33. Plal. xv. 13. 


24 Diſcourſe 0n finging of Pſalms, 
paſtures clothed with flocks, and the vallies covered 
with corn; are ſaid to ſing and ſhout for joy, or are 
exhorted to it: And it is alſo in this improper ſenſe 
that the heart is ſaid to ſing; as when Job ſays v, 
< I cauſed the widow's heart to ſing for joy ;” that 
is, greatly to rejoice; ſinging for joy being put there 
for great joy, which is the cauſe of it. Singing, taken 
in a ſtrict and proper ſenſe, and as a natural act, is an 
act of the tongue, or voice; though not every action 
of the tongue, or ſound. of the voice, is to be called 
finging. Speech is an action of the tongue; but all 
kind of ſpeaking, or ſaying, is not ſinging. Singing 
is ſpeaking muſically, or with the modulation of the 
voice : Theſe two ſounds, ſpeaking, or ſaying, and 
ſinging, have notthe ſame idea. When I am told, as it 
ts commonly expreſſed, that ſuch an one ſaid grace be- 
fore and after meat, I readily underſtand,thatheaſked 
a bleſſing of God upon his food before eating, and 
returned thanks for it afterwards, according to the 
common ule of ſpeech in prayer to God, and in con- 
verſation with men: But if it ſhould be told me, that 
ke ſung grace before or after meat, I ſhould not be 
able to form any other idea of it in my mind, bur 
that he expreſſed all this in a tonical, muſical way, 
with a modulation of the voice. Likewiſe it is not 
any clamour of the tongue, or every ſound of the 
voice, that is to be accqunted ſinging, but an har- 
monious, melodious and muſical ſound of it; other- 
wiſe, why ſhould the tuneful and warbling notes and 
ſtrains of birds be called finging, any more than the 
grunting of a hog, the braying of an aſs, the neigh- 
ing of a horſe, the barking of a dog, or the roaring 
of a lion? ing 
Let us now conſider this aftion of the tongue, or 
voice, as perform'd religiouſly, and we ſhall find, 
yhat ſinging of God's praiſe is ſpeaking out his praiſe 
muſically; or it is an expreſſion of it, with the mo- 
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dulation of the voice; and ſo is an ordinance diſtinct 
from prayer, praiſe, giving of thanks, and inward 


oe ſpiritual joy. EF. 

Wh It is diſtin& from prayer, as is evident from my 
nat text; otherwiſe the apoſtle muſt be guilty of a moſt 
ay wretched tautology ; which is by no means to be 
2 admitted of. The apoſtle James mentions prayer, 


and ſinging of pſalms, as two diſtinct things; to 
which he adviſes different perſons, or perſons under 
led different circumſtances, when he ſays *, Is any 
* among you afflicted ? let him pray. Is any mer- 
ng e ry? let him ſing pſalms.” Nor ought it to be 


the objected to us, that we ſometimes ſing petitions, or 
nd what is prayer-wiſe, ſince praying, or making peti- 
SIC tions, is different from ſinging them: However, 
be- thoſe who are of a different mind from us about 


ed ſinging, ſhould not object this, ſince the only way 
and of ſinging, or at leaſt, the moſt principal one, they 
the pretend to make uſe of, is in prayer, and that is 
Une praiſing God in prayer. But, 
hat Singing of God's praiſe is diſtinct from praiſing 
be him ; though we do praiſe him in ſinging, yet all 
but praiſing of God is not ſinging ; ſmging is one way 
ay» in which we praiſe God; but there are many ways 
not in which we praiſe him, when we cannot be ſaid to 
the WF ſing: As for inſtance, we praiſe God when we give 
Ar- thanks unto him for mercies ſpiritual or temporal; 
zer: when we ſpeak well of his adorable perfections and 
and glorious works, either in publick or private; and 
the ¶ we are capable of praiſing him by our lives and ac- - 
gh- tions, as well as by our tongues ; in neither of which 
We I ſenſes can we be ſaid to ſing. If all praiſing is ſing- 
ing, I ſhould be glad to know what ſinging of praiſe 
or oC - HD | 
nd, That it is different from giving of thanks, appears 
aiſe WW from the inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper ; in which, 


giving 


L10N 3 — © James v. 13. 
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joy and rejoicing, for ſinging o 


a well have our ſilent meetings, dumb preaching, 
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iving of thanks, and finging an hymn, or pſalm, 
25 in che margin of your bibles, or a . praife 


to God, are mentioned as very diſtinct things; but 
of this more hereaſter : I ſhall now only juſt obſerve, 


that the apoſtle Paul, in his epiſtle to the Epheſians?, 
when he exhorts them to ſing pſalms, hymns, and 
ſpiritual ſongs, afterwards mentions giving of thanks 
to God in the name of. Chriſt, as. another duty in- 
cumbent on them. | 
Nor is inward ſpiritual joy, or heart-rejoicing, 
ſinging of God's praiſe. True ſpiritual joy is wrought 
in the ſoul by the Holy Ghoſt, and takes its riſe from 
views of the perſon, blood, righteouſneſs, ſacrifice, 
and atonement of Chriſt; and is increaſed by the 
ſhedding abroad of the love of God in the heart, and 
by diſcoveries of covenant - intereſt in the Father and 
in the Son. Now when the ſoul is in ſuch a com- 
fortable ſituation, tis in the moſt agreeable frame to 
ſing the praiſes of God; hence ſays James, is any 
merry?“ tv9uue;. ric, is any of a good mind, or in 
a good frame of ſoul? < let him fing pſalms:“ Not 
that theſe are the only perſons that are to ſing pſalms, 
or this the only time, any more than that afflicted 
rſons are the only ones that are to pray, and the 
time of affliction the only time of prayer: But as af- 
fliction more eſpecially calls for Prayer, ſo ſpiritual 
pſalms; but then 
this ſpiritual joy is not ſinging, but the cauſe or rea- 
ſon of it, and what eminently fits a perſon for it. 
Though there is ſuch a thing as mental pray- 
er, there is no ſuch thing as mental ſinging, or 


ſinging in the heart without the voice; ſpeaking or 


Preaching without a tongue, or voice, are not greater 
contradictions, or rather ĩimpoſſibilities, than ſinging 
without a tongue or voice is; ſuch an hypotheſis is 
ſuited for no ſeheme but Quakeriſm: And we may 


and 
14 Chap. v. 19, 20. 


light of nature, groped after the 


neceſſe 
lum ore, ſed etiam corde cantemus. Hieronym. in Col. 3, 16. 
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and mute prayer, as ſilent ſinging. Singing and 
making melody in the heart, is no other than ſinging 
with or from the heart, or heartily e; or, as it is ex- 
preſſed in a parallel place, with grace in the heart; 
i. e. either with gratitude and thankfulneſs, or with 

grace in exerciſe, together with the voice. 

Singing of God's praiſes is a vocal action, and 
ſhould be performed in a ſocial way, in concert with 
others; with the voice together ſhall they fing f;”* 
and not only with the voice, but with the modula- 
tion of it: It is not any noiſe of the tongue or voice, 
but an harmonious, melodious, joyful one. O 
come, let us ſing unto the Lord; let us make a 
“ Joyful noiſe to the rock of our ſalvation: Let us 
come before his preſence with thankſgiving, and 
* make a joyful noiſe unto him with pſalms.” But, 

II. I ſhall endeavour to prove, that this ordinance 
of ſinging does not belong to the ceremonial law, or 
was confined to the Old Teſtament-diſpenſation; 
but is a part of natural religion, and moral worſhip, 
perpetually binding on all mankind; and ſo to be 
performed by believers in a ſpiritual and evangelic 
manner, under the — — And, 

I. It will appear, from the practice of the Hea- 
thens, that it was a part of natural and moral wor- 
ſhip; who, though greatly in the dark, both about 
the obje& and manner of worſhip, .yet, by the dim 
owledge of both, 
it haply they might find them; and as by this dim 
light they were Firedted to pray to a ſuperior Being 
when in diſtreſs, as Jonah's mariners did; ſo, by the 
ſame light, they were directed to ſing praiſes to him 
when they received mercies ; prayer and ſinging be- 
ing alike parts of natural religion and moral worſhip. - 
So that though the Gentiles had no poſitive laws nor 

te" ach : Eg ſcheme 


6 Nuſquam enim | imus aliquem fine voce cantaſſe. Unde 
hic, in > ag ex corde intelligi : Scilicet ut non ſo- 
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ſcheme of revelation to guide them in the worſhip of 
God, yet, in ſome inſtances, did, “by nature, the 
<« things contained in the law; which ſhew the work 
e of the law written on their hearts,” ] will juſt 
produce ſome few inſtances reſpecting the preſent 
caſe. Clemens Alexandrinus intimates, that one 
part of the religious worſhip of the Egyptians, con- 
ſiſted of hymns to their gods; his words are theſe ; 
« Firſt a ſinger goes before, bringing forth ſome one 
* thing of the ſymbols of muſic; and they fay,.that 
he ought to take two books out of thoſe of Her- 
<« mes, the one containing the hymns of the gods, 
* the other, the method of a royal life.” And a lit- 


tle after, he adds; There are ten things which are 


< ſuitable to the honour of their gods, and contain 
*© the Egyptian religion, as ſacrifices, firſt fruits, 
“ hymns,prayers,ſhews,feaſts,and ſuch like things?” 
This is confirmed by Porphyry, who w that the 
Egyptians devote the day to the worſhip of their 
* gods; in which, three or four times, viz. morn- 


ing and evening, noon and ſun-ſetting, they ſing 


1 25 


« hymns unto them. The ſame Porphyry 
ſays, concerning the Indians, that . they ſpend 
<« the greateſt part of the day and night in prayers 
* and hymns to the gods *:” And moreover, that 
* when they commit their bodies to the flames, that 
** they may, in the pureſt manner, ſeparate the ſoul 
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from the body, they ſing an hymn, and die.“ 
And, in another place, explaining that ſymbol of Py- 
thagoras, That drink-offerings are to be poured 
6 out to the gods, by the ear of the cups; by this, 
« ſays he, is intimated, that we ought to honour the 
4 gods, and ſing hymns to them with muſic, for 
„ this goes through the ears“ . Very remarkable 
is a allage of Arrianus, the ſtoic philoſopher; „If, 
« ſays he, we are intelligent creatures, what elſe 
* ſhould we do, both in public and private, than 
« to ſing an hymn to the Deity, to ſpeak well of 
him, and give thanks unto him? Should we not, 
„ whether digging or plowing, or eating, ſing an 
tc hymn to God? Great is God, who has given us 
4 theſe inſtruments, by which we till the earth. 
Great is God, that has given us hands, a faculty 
of ſwallowing, and a belly; that we ſecretly grow 
* andincreaſe, and that, whilſt we ſleep; we breathe; 
each of theſe things ought to be taken notice of in 
4 an hymn: But the greateſt and moſt divine hymn 
4 ve ought to ſing is, that he has given us a reaſon- 
«© able faculty of uſing theſe things in a right way: 
„What ſhall I fay, ſince many of you are blind? 
* ought not ſome one to fill up this place, and give 
* out an hymn to God for you all? —If I was a 
<* nightingale, I would do as a nightingale; and if 
6 oy as a ſwan; but ſince I am a rational crea- 
** ture, I ought to praiſe God; this is my work; 
< this I will do; nor will I deſert this ſtation to the 
e utmoſt of my power; and I exhort you to the ſelf - 
+ ſame ſong".” And in another place he ſays, 

pris N 4 1 „% This 
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an: ADifencſe on foiging of Palm. 
This is my work whilſt I live, to ſing an hymn» 
to God,, both by 14 pt and before one or ma 
ny“. Much of this e would well become 
the mouth of a Chriſtian. It is obſerved concerning 
the muſes, that they were chiefly employed. about 
the hymns. and worſhip of the gods; and that ſome. 
of them had their names from thence, .as. Melpo- 
mene, , . ee and Polymnia; and that Ho- 
mer 9 much credit, admiration, and applauſe. 
as he did, was owing, among other things, to the 
hymns which he compoſed for the gods; and there 
is ſtill extant, among his works, an hymn to Apollo. 
Moreover, formerly rewards were propoſed in the 
Pythian games,, for ſuch who beſt ſung an hymn to 
the God. And Julian“, the emperor, takes notice 
of many excellent hymns of the gods, which he ad- 
viſes to learn, as being of great uſe in the know- 
ledge of things ſacred; moſt of which, he ſays; were 
compoſed by the gods; ſome few by men. inſpired- 
by a divine ſpirit. . From theſe, and other inſtances 
which might be produced, we may conclude, that 
the Gentiles were lined, by the law of nature, to 
* dar of nen and, * the light of nature, 
were- 
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«were directed to it; and conſequently that it is a part 
of natural Ar and moral worſhip. Moreover, 
2. It is evident, that the people of God ſung ſongs . 
of praiſe to him before the law was given by Moſes, 
When the Lord ſo remarkably appeared for the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, by delivering them out of the hands of 
the Egyptians, and carrying them ſafely through the 
Red Sea, though their enemies were drowned in it; 
Then ſang Moſes and the children of Iſrael this 
« ſong, unto the Lord, and ſpake, ſaying, I will 
« fing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed glo- 
« riouſly ; the horſe and his rider hath he thrown 
* into the ſea,, c.“ Miriam and the Ifraclitiſh 
women, ſung the fame. This is the firſt ſong the 
ſcriptures make mention of ; though, the Jews *ſay, 
Adam ſung one before. Now, by what law did the 
Iſraelites ſing this fong? it could not be by the Le- 
vitical law ; for that Fritern of laws was not as yet 
given to that people ; and when that body of laws 
was delivered to them, we do not find that finging 
of God's praiſes was any part of it; it is not to be 
met with in the whole body of Jewiſh laws, given 
out by Moſes; why then ſhould it be reckoned of 
ceremonious inſtitution, or a part of worſhip pecu- 
liar to the Old Teſtament ? Nor was it by any poſi- 
tive law, or according to any part of external reve- 
lation God had made to. the ſons of men, the chil- 
dren of Iſrael ſung; ſor no ſuch poſitive law was 
extant, or any ſuch "revelation made, as we know 
of: It remains then, that in doing this, they ated 
according to the dictates of their conſciences, and 
the examples which might have been before them, 
by which they were influenced, as to cry to the Lord 
when in diſtreſs, ſo to ſing his praiſes when they 
were delivered. * 
3. It may eaſily be obſerv'd, that when pſalmody 
was in the moſt flouriſhing condition among the Ifo 
© 3h | kraelites, 


Exod. xv. I, 20, „ 2 Targum, in Cant. i. 1, and 
my notes upon it. 
| 3 
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raelites, under the direction and influence of David 
their king, the ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael, it was not 
confined to that people; but all nations of the earth 
were called upon, and exhorted to ſing the praiſes of 
God, even by the Pſalmiſt himſelf; Make a joy- 
<« ful noiſe unto God, all ye lands, Heb. all the 
earth, © ſing forth the honour of his name; make 
e his praiſe glorious. Let the people praiſe thee, 
O God, let all the people * thee. O let the 
& nations be glad and ſing for joy; for thou ſhalt 
4 judge the people righteouſly, and govern the na- 
<« tions upon earth. Selah. O ſing. unto the Lord 
%a new ſong; ſing unto the Lord all the earth, 
<« ſing unto the Lord; bleſs his name, ſhew forth 
his ſalvation from day to day.”.” Now if ſinging 
was not a of moral worſhip, but of a ceremo- 
nious kind, and peculiar to the Old Teſtament- 
diſpenſation, the nations of the earth would have 
hat. no concern in it; it would e ore 8 
tory upon them, but proper only to the Iſraelites, 
TIE RE Sp eee the law and 

the ſervice of God. . 1 
4. Nothing is more manifeſt, than that when ce- 
remonial worſhip was.inats greateſt glory, and legal 
ſacrifices in higheſt eſteem, that ſinging of Pſalms 
and ſpiritual ſohgs was preferred unto them, as being 
more acceptable to God ; .<* I will praiſe the name 
of God with a ſong, and will magnify him with 
„ thankſgiving, ſays David; This alſo ſhall pleaſe 
the Lord better than an ox or bullock, that hath 
% horns and hoofs*.” Now can any other reaſon of 
this difference be given, than that the ſacrifice of an 
ox or bullock was of ceremonial inſtitution; whereas, 
praiſing God was a part of moral worſhip, which 
might be performed in a ſpiritual and evangelic 

manner? 

n 5. When, 
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3. When the ceremonial law, with all its inſti- 


tuted rites, was aboliſhed, this duty of finging re- 


mained in full force. The : apoſtle Paul, in his 
epiſtles written to the churches it at Epheſus and Co- 
loſſe, declares in the one, that the middle wall of 
artition, between Jew and Gentile; Was broken 
22 Meaning the ceremonlal law, and that which 
was the cauſe of enmity between both; even © the ' 
« law of commandments, contained in ordinances, 
<« was aboliſhed” :” And in the other, ſays, © Let 
& no man judge you in meat of in drink, or in re- 
e ſpect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of 
<« the ſabbath days, which are a ſhado of things to 
t come, but the : body is of Chtlſt*;” and yer, in 
both*; exhorts them to lg 27 pfalms, hymns, an 
" ſpiritual ſongs. 
pole, that the e me apoſtle, in the ſame epiſtles, 
written to the ſame perſons, ſhould declare them 
diſen from ſore things, and under obligation 
to regard others, if theſe equally belonged to the 
ceremonial law, and were alle peculiar to the Oid 
Teſtainent-diſpenſatiori. 

6. This practice of ſinging the praiſes of God, 
has been performed by creatures Who were never, 
ſubject to the ceremonial law; by hm I mean not 
the Gentiles, who have been already taken notice of, 
but the a , who, though ſubject to the moral 
law, ſo far as their nature and condition will admit 
of; yet, in 10 one inſtance, were ever concerned in 
deremonial ſervice, Now thefe holy. and fpititual 
beings were very early employed in chis divine an 
heavenly work of nens theſe morning ſtars, ſo 
called for their brightnels and glory, — together; 
theſe ſons of God, by creation, ſhourtd for Joys ww 
1. nen of the nch were anne 
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Bi r ſtone thereof laid: As they did alſo when 
the corner ſtone of man's redemption was laid in 
the incarnation of the Son of God; at which time 
c there was with the angel, a multitude of the hea- 
c. venly hoſt, praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to 
4 God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, good 
(© will towards'men ©;” who likewiſe will Join with 
the ſaints in Hallelujahs and. ſongs of praiſe to God, 
. Ghroughout : an endleſs eternity. For, 

7. We may ſay of this duty what the apoſtle ſay $ 
F. charity“, that it never faileth, though Nerhbeffes 
tongues, and knowledge ſhall. For, n all ordi- 
nances, whether of a moral nature, or of poſitive 
inſtitution, ſhall ceaſe, ſuch as prayer, preaching, 


baptiſm, the Lord's-ſupper, and the like; this will 


continue, and be in its greateſt glory and perfection. 
This will be the em Fra loyment of ſaints when' raiſed 


out of their duſty beds, on the reſurrection morn, in 
the power 1 virtue of the reſurrection of their riſen 
Lord. * Thy dead men ſhall live, together with, or 


ce as my dead body, ſhall they Kite; ? "Awake and 
e fing, ye that dwell in the duſt; for thy dew is as 


* the dew of herbs, and the earth” ſhall caſt 6ut the 


dead“: Thefe having their ſouls and bodies re- 
| united, ſhall come to the Zion above, with ſongs and 
_ everlaſting joy upon their heads: Theſe ſhall ſtand 


upon the mount with the Lamb, and ſing in the 


ight of it, even that new ſong wh ch no one can 
n, but thoſe who are. 2 ed from the earth. 


But I proceed, 71 


eee is e 


{1 
III. To 8 — of ſinging; or 


what that is which is to be ſung; The direction of 
to be re- 
1 r diſtinct epiſtles* » exhorts to the 


| 1 hymns, and fpiritual ſongs; and 


le are, it. will l be proper to enquire, And, 
1. By 


ge 6p, Lüke ii. 14. 4 1 Cor, xiii. 8. 
© Ifa, xxvi, 19. * v. 19. Col. wi. 16. 
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1. By pſalms, is meant the book of pſalms, com- 


poſed by David, Aſaph, Heman, and others, under 


the inſpiration of the Spirit of God; which is the 
only ſenſe in which this word is uſed throughout 
the whole New Teſtament: Nor is there any reaſon 
to believe, that the apoſtle Paul deſigns any other in 
the above-mentioned places; or the apoſtle James, 
when he ſays*, Is any merry? let bim fir ſing plalms.” : 
Thoſe who are af a different mind, ought to ſhew in 


what other ſenſe this word is uſed, and where, and 


what thoſe pſalms are we are to ling, if not the 
pſalms of David, c. fince it is certain, there are 
pſalms which are to be ſung under the New Teſta- 
ment-diſpenſation, 

2. By hymns, we are to underſtand, not ſuch as 
are compoſed by good men, without the inſpiration 
of the Spirit of God I obſerye indeed, from an- 
cient writers, and 15 eccleſiaſtical hiſtory *, that 
ſuch compoſitions were made uſe of very early, even 
from the times of the apoſtles ; and I deny not but 
that they may now be uſeful; though a great deal 
of care ſhould be taken that they 155 the 
ſacred writings, and the analogy f faith, and tha 
they be expreſſed, as much as <A (hs in ſeri ture: 
language; yet, after all, I muſt confeſs, that I can- 
not but judge them, in a good meaſure, unneceſſary 
ſince we are ſo well provided with a book of lms 
and ſcriptural ſongs, indited by the Spirit o 
and ſuitable on all occaſions: However, I 455 


think that ſuch compoſures are deſigned by the 


apoſtle; nor can I believe that he wo * 
h | between 


F 2 


* r TN n Clemens Alexandr. Paedagog 1. 3 — — 
Pa 


p. 266. riſ. Tertullian. 1 C. 3 
Ren Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. 1. 2. = 17. Fab 65,5 7 01 5. c. 4 
p. 196. and 1, 7. c. 24. p. 271. Of hel e fe 
more in Fabricii Biblioth. Graee. a. 6. c. 1. p. 195, 196, & 
and Bibliograph. Antiq. c. 11. p. 368, &c. Theſe S b 
jected. to by Ys Baud of . Euſeb. I. 2. c. 30. p. 28 1. and 
. y the council of Laodicea, in Can. 59 | 


a 
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46 A Diſcourſe 11550 of Pſalms, 
between pſalms and ſpiritual ſongs, made by men 
inſpired - the Hol ly Ghoſt, and put them upon a 
| level with them, to be ſung N with them, to 
(he 1 10 of the churches; therefore, I take 
ymns t but another name for the baok of 
palms; forthe running title of that book may as 
well be, the book of hymns, as of pſalms; and ſo it 
= render'd by Ainſworth, who ae particularly calls 
the 1430 pſalm, an hymn of David: So the pſalm 
which our Lord ſung with his diſciples, after the 
ſupper, is called an hymn, as the plalms of David in 
general, are called, by Philo the Jew*, dhe, hymns, 
as they are alſo ſongs and hymns by Toſephus * 
| 3 by ſpiritual = ongs, may be meant the ſame 
. of David, Aſaph, Sc. the titles of ſome of 
which, arel, ſongs, as ſometimes a pſalm and ſong, 
2 ſong and palm, a ſong of degrees, and the like; 
together with all e {cri andrea 1 * written 85 
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his exhortations to 3 directs to the titles of 
David's plalms, it is highly reaſonable to conclude, 


_ that 
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A Difeourſe on ſinging of Fſaim. 47 
that it was his intention that we ſhould ſing them: 
But, ' inaſmuch as there are ſome queries, 1 
and objections about the ſinging of them, it will be 
proper to attempt a ſatisfactory anſwer to them. 
(..) It is inquired, whether the book of Pſalms 
was originally written in verſe or metre? The rea- 
ſon of this enquiry is, that if it ſhould appear that 
it was not originally written in Hebrew metre, then 
there is no reaſon why it ſhould be tranſlated into 
metre in another language, and ſo conſequently nat 
to be ſung in the manner we do. To which, Fs 
ſwer, That the book of Pſalms, with ſome other wri- 25 
tings of the Old Teſtament, were originally written 
in metre, is univerſally allowed by the Jews, and 
does alſo appear from the different accentuation of 
them, from that of other books. Joſephus", a 
learned Jew, ſays, That David being free from 
var, and enjoying a profound peace, compoſed 
* ſongs and hymns to God, of various metre ; ſome 
<« trimetre, i. e. conliſting of three fret, and others 
5 pentametre, i. e, of five feet.” David's Pfalms | 
feem to be of the Lyric kind; hence Jerom, who, 
of all the fathers, beſt underſtood the Hebrew lan- 
guage, calls David, our Simonides, Pindar, Al- 
* cacus, Flaccus, Catullus, and Serenus,“ who were 
all of them Lyric poets. And, in another place, he 
ſays, ** Tf it ſhould ſeem incredulous to any that the 
* Hebrews have metre, or that the Pfalms or the 
« Lamentations of Jeremiah, or almoſt all the 
* ſcriptural ſongs are compoſed after the manner of 
« our Flaccus, and the Greek Pindar, and Alcaeus, 
** and Sappho; let him read Philo, Joſephus, Eu- 
{+ ſebius Caeſarienſis, and he will find, by their teſti- 


* — ——— — 


| IG monies, 
7. -® Ymwayue I 3Þn ci 3 Ace, x; Baia; dme, . 
i, Korres biprions, whets ing TW Ot, & dus, card prpe wen . 
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1 monies, that what I ſay is true.“ The learned 
Gomarus, in his Lyra”, has given out of the Pſalms, 
and other poetical books of the ſcriptures, ſeveral 
hundred of inſtances of verſe of the Iambic, Tro- 


chaic, Dactylic, Anapaeſtic, Choriambic, Ionic, An- 


tiſpaſtic, and Paeonic kind, which he has compared 
with a like number out of Pindar and Sophocles. 
The Jews indeed have now loſt the knowledge of the 
facred poetry, and have been, for many hundred of 
ears, unacquainted with it; though R. Benjamin 
udelenſis * ſays, that there lived in his time, at 
Bagdad, one R: Prone: and his brethren, who 
knew how to ſing the ſongs as the fingers did, when 
the. temple was ftanding. But be this as it will, 
there is reaſon enough to conclude, that the book of 
Pſalms was originally written in verſe ; and there- 
fore it is lawful to be tranſlated into verſe, in order 
to be ſung in the churches of Chriſt. | 
( 2.) It is queried, whether the book of Pſalms is 
ſuitable to the preſent goſpel-diſpenſation, and pro- 


per to be ſung in goſpel-churches. I anſwer, No- 


thing is more ſuitable to the goſpel-ſtate, or more 
proper to be ſung in the churches of Chriſt; fince 


it is ſo full of prophecies concerning the perſon, of- 
_ fices, grace and kingdom of the Meſſiah ; concern- 


ing his ſufferings, and death, his reſurrection, aſcen- 
ſion, and ſeſſion at the right hand of God; which 
are now more clearly underſtood, and are capable of 


being ſung by believers, in a more evangelic man- 
ner than when they were firſt compoſed: Beſides, 


74 1 28 1 this 
* David, Jimonides noſter, Pinuarus & Alcaeus, Flaccus quoque 
Catullus & Serenus Chriſtum lyra perfonat. Hieron. Ep. ad bans. 
inter opera ejus. Tom. z. 5 3. Ed. Pariſ. Quod ſi cui videtur 
incredulum metra ſcilicet eſſe apud Hebracot, & in morem noſtri 


Flacci, Graecique Pindari & Alcaei, & Sapphus, vel Pſalterium, 
vel Lamentationes Hieremiae, vel omnia ferme ſcripturarum cantica 
comprehendi, legat Philonem, Foſephum, Origenem, Cagſarienſen 
 Euſcbium, & eorum teſtimonio me verum dicere comprobabit. 
Ib. 13 P Inter ejus opera. Tom. 2. p. 3217, Sc. 

1 R. Benjamin. Maſſaot vel Itinerarium, p. 70, 71. Ed.. Enpereur. 
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this book is full of exceeding great and precious 
promiſes, as the ground of the faith and hope of 
God's people; it is a large fund of experience, a 
ich mine of goſpel-grace and truth, and is abun- 
dantly ſuited to every ork ſtate and condition, the 
church of Chriſt; or a particular believer, is in at 
any time. A little care and prudence uſed in the 
choice of proper pſalms, on particular occaſions, 
would fully dleover e truth of this. 
225 ) It ee the perſons often meet with 
hings which are and which they cannot make 


ho their own caſe; yea, ſometimes wg what is ſhock- 
en ing and ſtartling to a Chriſtian mind; ſuch as im- 
ill, precations and curſes, on enemies or wicked men. 

of And it is aſked, Should perſons ſing caſes not their 
re- own, and ſuch things as theſe now mentioned; 
der would they not be guilty of lying ts God, and of 


want of that charity to men which is ſo much recom- 
818 mended under the goſpel-diſpenſatjon?' To which, I 
ro- reply, That as to Nama caſes not our own, Yai is 

No- no more lying to God than reading them is, ſi ing] 

ore being but a flower way of pronunciation in a muſica 

nce WF manner; therefore, if this ought. to deter perſpns 
of- from ſinging, it ſhould alſo from reading: ns | 

ern- in public worſhip, we ſing not as ſingle perſons, bur 

cen- in conjunction with, and as parts of the commu 

hich and body of the peoples ſo that what 1 may 2 2 


le of fuitable to one, may be ſo to another, and in both, 
gan- the end of praiſe be anfwered.  Moreoyer, when we 
des, fing the ef xg of others, and which We cannot make 


this our own, we ſing them as fuch, and not as our — 
es ſenſe and experience; which yet may be very uſ 

aulin. do us, either by way of example, or advice, or com- 
detur fort, or inltructiol, ot admonition, and the like: 7 
—— And if this ſhould not be the caſe, yer there are two 
antica other principal ends of fir g. viz. the praiſe and 
zen glory of God, and the edification of others, which 
* may de ed this way'y and, after all, the fame 
erer. . | objection 


anſwer, 


$6 Difſtourſe on finging Eſaim:. 
objection * * againſt public prayer, as much as 
againſt c ſinging; ſince no prayer put up by 
the — in public, at leaſt, not all the petitions 
in it, any more than every pſalm or hymn, ſung in 
public, are ſuitable to the caſes of all perſons pre- 
ſent; yet this has not been thought a ſufficient ar- 
grument againſt public 2 or to deter perſons 
m joining in it. As for imprecations and curſes 
on wicked men, though the ſcriptural inſtances of 
them are no examples to us to do the like; becauſe 
theſe were made by men under the inſpiration of the 
Spirit of God; yet they were prophetic hints of ruin 
and deſtruction wy wicked bunter, and as ſuch ſhould 
be conſidered, and may be ſung by us, and that to 
the glory of God and "i inſtruction to ourſelves; 
for herein we may obſerve the juſtice and holineſs of 
God, the vile nature of ſin, tlie indignation of God 
againſt i it, and the juſt abhorrence and deteſtation 
that fin and ſinners are had in with God and ſhould 
he had in with all good men: 


(4.) It is faid, that if we muſt fing the hath of 
David, and others; * we muſt ſing by a form; and 


if we may fing þ y a form, why not pray by one? 1 


is different; the ordinance of prayer 
may be 55 without a form. but not the ordi- 
nance of ſinging : The A pa of God is promiſed as 
a Spirit of grace and ſup 1 1 250 but not as a ſpirit 
of poetry. And ſuppoſe a perſon had a gift of deli- 
vering out an extempore pſalm or Hymn, that ſalm 
or 5 a form to the re ſt chat joine with 
him; unleſs we ſuppoſe a whole congregation to have 
— gif and every one ſing his own pfalm or 
hymn ; but then that, namely, joining voices toge- 
ther, which is the beauty, glory, and harmony of is 
ordinance, would be mere. jargon, confuſion, and 
diſcord. Beſides, we have a book of pſalms, but we 
have not a rok rayer-book : Had we a of Pray= 
ers, compoſed by a the Spirit. of God, 


Dijſccurſe on ſinging of Pſalms. 51 
as we have a book of pſalms made by ſuch, we 
ſhould think ourſelves under equal obligation to pray 
by a form, as we now do to ſing by one. Add to 
this, that the pſalms of David were compoſed on 
purpoſe to be ſung by a form, in the very expreſs 
words of them, as-they accordingly were. David, 
when he had wrote them, ſent them to Aſaph, and 
his brethren, or to the chief muſician, the maſter of 
the ſong, who had the management of it, or ſome 
fuch.perſon, to be made uſe of in public; for thus 
it is written”, Then on that day David delivered 
* firſt this pſalm, to thank the Lord, into the hands 
of Aſaph and his brethren.” And we may ob- 
ſerve, that ſome hundreds of years after, the pfalms 
of David and Aſaph were ſung in the expreſs words 
of them, by the order of king Hezekiah ; for fo it 
is faid*, < Moreover, Hezekiah, the king and the 
« princes, commanded: the Levites to ſing praiſe 
ce umto the Lord, with the words of David and of 
* Afaph, the ſeer; and they ſang praifes with glad- 
«© neſs, and they bowed their heads and worſhip- 
« ped.” Hence alſo, when the people of God were 
exhorted to ſing. his praiſe, they were bid not to 
make; but take a pſalm, ready made to their hands'; 
* Sing aloud unto God our ſtrength z make a joy- 
« ful noiſe unto the God of Jacob; take a pſalm, 
and bring hither the timbrel, the pleaſant harp, 
with the pſaltery.” Which leads me, f 

(5.) To conſider another objection made againſt 
ſinging the pſalms of David. The ſinging of theſe 
was formerly attended witk the uſe of muſical in- 
ſtruments; ſuch as the harp, timbrel, cymbals, and 
the like: If chen they are to be ſung now, why not 
with theſe inſtruments, as heretofore? and if theſe 
are diſuſed, why ſhould' not ſinging itſelf? I reply, 
That the uſe Of muſical inſtruments was not eſſential 
1 Chron. xvi; 7. ""—_— xxx. 30. Pfal. Exxxi. 1, 24 
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to ſinging; therefore, though theſe are laid aſide, 
that continues. The Old Teſtament-diſpenſation 
was a ſhowy, gaudy, and pompous one, ſuited to the 
then infant ſtate of the church; there were many ce- 
remonious rites which attended the worſhip of God, 
even that part of it which was of a moral nature ; 
which ceremonidùs rites, though now aboliſhed, the 
worſhip being of a moral nature, remains in full 
force: As for inſtance; it was uſual to burn incenſe 
at the time of prayer ; now the uſe of incenſe, which 
was typical of the acceptance of the prayers of the 
ſaints, through the mediation of Chriſt, is laid aſide 
but the duty of prayer, being of a moral nature, 
continues: So the uſe of muſical inſtruments, which 
attended the work of ſinging the praiſes of God, and 
were typical of inward ſpiritual melody, is at an end, 
when ſinging, being equally of a moral nature with 
prayer, is ſtill obligatory. It is now ſufficient, if, 
when we ſing vocally, at the ſame time we make 
melody in our hearts to the Lord. I cloſe this with 


an obſervation of an ancient writer ©; * Barely to 


« ſing, ſays he, is not fit for babes, but to ſing 
&« with inanimate inſtruments, with cymbals, and 
with dancing; wherefore, in the churches (i. e. 
under the goſpel- diſpenſation) the uſe of ſuch in- 
ce ſtruments, and others, fit for babes, is taken 
ee away, and bare or plain ſinging remains.” 1 
proceed, 


IV. To point out to you the perſons who are to 
fing, and who ought to be found in the performance 
of this duty: I ſhall take no notice of a private per- 
ſon's ſinging by himſelf, alone,” or of the family- 

| diſcharge 
4 u *Ou Td de anus ii Toig vnmious rubber, d To pile Tav 
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W diſcharge of this duty, or of its being done in con- 
ert, between two or more perſons ; no doubt but 
it is lawful for a ſingle perſon to ſing the praiſes of 
Cod alone, at home, in his own houſe, in his cloſet, 
Wwhen he thinks proper; and it may very laudably 
be performed in Chriſtian families, where they are 
able to carry it on with decency and good order; 
Wyca, any two, or more perſons, may join together, 
in this part of divine ſervice, as Paul and Silas did 
Win priſon ”, who, © at midnight, prayed and ſang 
W<< praiſes unto God; which is an inſtance of ſings 
Wing vocally, and in concert; and was attended with 
Wome miraculous operations, with which all goſ- 
Wpel-ordinances were at firſt confirmed; and which 
brought on, and iſſued in the converſion of the jailor. 
But what I ſhall chiefly attend to, will be to prove 
What goſpel-churches, or the churches of Chriſt, un- 
der the goſpel-diſpenſation, ought to ſing the praiſes 
df God vocally; and this I ſhall do from the fol-, 
owing conſiderations. | a en AE 
1. From the 8 of the Old Teſtament, 
which declare, that the churches, in goſpel- times, 
ould ſing; and in which they are called upon, ex- 
ſhorted, and encouraged to do it. In many of the 
pſalms, which reſpect the times of the Meſſiah, and 
he gathering of the Gentiles to him under the goſ- 
del-diſpenſation, ſuch as the 47, 68, and 95", the 
people of God are frequently invited to ſing praiſe 
nto him, and make a joyful noiſe unto him with 
dlalms. Likewiſe, in the prophecies of Iſaiah *, it 
s declared, that not only the watchmen, goſpel- 
miniſters, ſuch whoſe feet are beautiful on the 
ountains, who bring good tidings, and publiſh 
peace and ſalvation, ** ſhall lift up the voice, and 
* that with the voice together ſhall they ſing;” but 
alſo the churches under their care, and ſuch ſouls 


Acts xvi. 25. x Ia, li, 7, 8,9. and XXXY. 1, 2, 6, 10. 
RAG xxvi. 1. and by, 1. | 
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are made uſeful to, are called upon to © break i 
rhe into joy, and fing together ;” yea, it is pro- 
4965 that the Gentile church, under the name of 
* the wilderneſs, and ſolitary place, ſhall be 0 1 
ce and rejoice, even with joy an ſinging ; that even 1 
& the tongue of the dumb ſhall ſing, and the ran- 
e ſomed of the Lord return, and come to Zion 1 
vith ſongs and everlaſting joy upon their heads.“ 1 
4 * Moreover, that in that day, meaning the ſpel- | 1 9 
day, ſhall this ſong be ſung in the land of Judah, in 4 
. he? goſpel- church: We have x ſtrong city; fal- 1 
= &, LAY in will God appoint for walls and Fly, »| 3 
1 To add no more, how expreſly is the Gentile church 
+.  Exhorted and rg to this work, i in another 9 A 
part of theſe prophecies * ? where it is ſaid, © Sing, I 
O barren, thou that didſt not bear; break forth 4 
« into ſinging, and cry aloud, thou that didſt no: WY 
© travail with child; for more are the children of 
< the deſolate than the children of the married wie 3 3 
« faith the Lord.“ Bleſſed be God, . theſe Lay 1 
| tions are, in à great meaſure, fulfilted; 3 goſpel- 
© churches among the Gentiles, as well as in the land 
"= of Judea, have lift up their voices, and ſung the 4 
184 praiſes of God according to theſe pr e „ "which 
is, at once, a confirmation of the authority of the 
{criptures, and of the truth of this ordinance. But, 
2. I prove it to be a een on. goſpel - 
55 under the New ſtament · diſpenſation, 
om exprels precepts and directions 1 2 to them 
concerning it. It is not nf Fm ied of in the 
Old Teſtament, but it is alſo commanded in the! 
New, that they ſhould ſing. The church at Ephe- 
= $ was a goſpel- church, as was alſo that at Coloſſe; 
We and the Y are both expreſly eryoined as ſuch, by the 
9 apoſtle Paul, who in this, as in other things, had the 


W 


A. 
* 


mind of Chriſt to ſing pfalms, hymns, and ſpiri- 

«* tual ſongs”. 5.9 rears if ſinging was not a duty 
or 0 2.117 4 belong- 
KY 7 1 v. 19. Col. i iii, 16. | 
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belonging to New Teſtament-churches, why ſhould 
any directions about it be given to them? ſuch as 
to fing with grace in their hearts, with the 

and with the underſtanding ; and to do it in ſuch a 
manner, ſo as to ſpeak to themſelves, and to teach | 
and admonifh one another. 

3. That 122 Teſtament- churches fbould ing will 
more fully appear from New Teftament-mſtances 
and exam NT "There are not only prophecies and 
precepts, but alſo precedents in favour of this prac- 
tice. and the firſt inſtance of this kind Tſhall men- 
tion, is, that of Chriſt and his apoſtles, who ſung an 
hymn, as a church, at the clofe of the Lord's-fupper; 
of this the evangeliſt aſſures us; When they had 
fung an hymn, Hays he, they went aut unto the 
6 OO of olives*:” Our ears are continually din- 

ed, by thoſe who are of a different mind from us, 
with an old tranſlation, in which, they Tay, che words 
are rendered, When they bad given thanks.“ 
But, Firſt, This work was done der ms. A e. 
«c Chriſt, wok the cup, and gav 
condly, A different word from of ia is here ud 
| — which, in its firſt and primary ſenſe, ſignifies to 
ling an hymn, or ſong, tothe honour of Goc. And, 
Thirdly, This old tranflation muſt be a falſe one, 
_ it hg fuch a character of rudeneſs and arro- 
| n the apoſtles, as is unbecoming the diſci- 
— 55 of e meek and lowly Jeſus; what, they ye 
thanks ! what buſineſs had bar to give th 
= 7 done fo, they had upon them an I 
and thruſt themſelves into a provinetha did 
15 belong to them. Who ſhould ve thanks but 
Chriſt, the maſter of the feaſt, who was then in 
Ban preſent at his own table ? No, they ſung an 
in concert, with their Lord at the head of 
them; which hymn was either one of Chriſt's com- 
poling on that ſpecial occaſion, or rather Was a _ 


: 1 Cor, xiv, 15. Eph. v. 19. Col. Hi. 16, Matt. xxvi. 30. 
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of the Hallel*, the Jews ſung at the paſſover, which 
began with the 113", and — with the 118 
falm; the firſt part of which they ſung before they 
t down. to eat, and the other after — had eaten, 
and after they had drunk the fourth and laſt cu 
which laſt part ſeems to have been poſtponed 1 
eating of the Lord's-ſupper, as containing in it ſe- 
veral verſes ſuitable to that ordinance, eſpecially the 
cloſing part, which is this; I will praiſe thee for. 
thou haſt heard me, and art aus my ſalva- f 
<« tion. The ſtone which the builders refuſed, is 
tc become the head ſtone of the corner. This is the 
6 4 Lord's doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This 
< 1s the day Which the Lord hath made; we will 
« rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, 1 beſeech | 
&« thee, O Lord. 0 TONE IL. beſeech thee; ſend 
de now proſperity. - Bleſſed be he that cometh in the 
ec name. of the ord. We have bleſſed, you out of 
« the b houſe of the Lord. God js che Lord which 
6e hath. ſbewed. us light... Bind the ſacrifice with 
< cords,.: even unto © horns of the 8 85 Thou. 
« art my Gad, and 1 will i ou art my, 
« God, 1 will exalt thee. O give thanks unto che 
0 Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for 
* ever*.” For my own Nr it would be agreeable to 
me, if this was always ung at the celebration of this 
ordinance. But to return to my argument. This 
hymn, or ꝓſalm, was ſung by Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
as a church; Which, though. one of the leaſt of the 
churches, yet the pureſt that ever was on earth; 
where Chriſt ſung, according to his promiſe made 
long before, When he faid*, „ I will declare thy 
* _ unto m 7 In the midſt of the con- 
60 egation 10 raiſe thee; 5 which the author 
of the gil to the e e cites in 52 * ; 
« 1 
e _ 


78 , Lex; Talmud. in voce, „ u. col. * e. | 
* Vol. 2: Þ: 354, 444» 1160. © Pſal. cxviii. 21, to 
the end. * Pla „ Xi, 22. „ 
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I vill declare thy name unto my brethren, and 
„in the midſt of the church will I ſing praiſe unto 


e thee, ur oz will I fing an hymn unto thee *;”? 


which he accordingly did ſing in the midſt of the 


congregation, the church, among his brethren, the 


' apoſtles, at the inſtitution of the ſupper; and is an 
example we ought to follow at the adminiſtration of 
that ordinance. 

The church at Corinth, in che Bind Uf the apoſ- 
tles, ſung pſalms: There were, indeed, ſome diſor- 
ders among them, in the performance of this, as well 
as other parts of public worſhip, which the a Wn 

Paul endeavours to rectify in his epiſtle to 
How is it then, brethren? ſays he, when ye 55 
e together, every one of you hath a pſalm, hath a 
* doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath 
s an interpretation; let all things be done to edify- 
« ing i;“ where he does not blame them for thoſe 
thin , provided care was taken to avoid confuſion, 
and that the edification of each other was regarded : 
And what he ſays in my text, with reſpect to him- 
ſelf and his own conduct in the diſcharge of both the 
duties of prayer and ſinging, is deſigned as an ex- 

ample and an inſtruction to this church. 


The book of Revelation is a repreſentation of 


the ſtate and condition, ſervice and ſufferings of the 


churches of Chriſt on earth, in the ſeveral periods of 
time, until his ſecond coming ; in which we have 


frequently an account of their being concerned in this 


work of ſinging®, either the Lamb's new ſong, or 
the ſong op 


W as their employment, more or leſs, until the 


end of time, Now, ſince we have prophecy, pre- 


cept, and precedent, for the practice of ſinging in 
New Teſtament-churches, none ſhould ſcruple the 


POOR ok it. But, 3 M this part of 
my 


' © Heb. ii. 12. ro xiv. 26. 5 Rev. v. 9, 10. and 


Av. 1, 3. and xv. 3. and xix 17. 
4 
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Moſes, or both; and which is repre- 
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ny ſubject, it will be neceſſary to give an anſwer ta 
the two following queries. eee 14 
.) Whether women ſhould ſing in public, or in 
the churches? The reafon of this query is, becauſe 
the apoſtle ſays", © Let your women keep ſilence in 
„the churches; for it is not permitted unto them 

c to ſpeak; but they are commanded to be under 

« obedience, as alfo faith the law. And if they 

« will learn any thing, let them aſk their huſbands 

« at home; for it is a ſhame for women to ſpeak in 

« the church.” From whence it is inferred, that 

ff women are to be ſilent, and not to ſpeak in the 
church, then they are not to ſing or ſpeak to them- 
ſelves and others, in pſalms, « and: ſpiritual 
ſongs. To which I anſwer, that it is evident the 
apoſtle is to be underſtood of ſuch kind of ſpeaking 

in public, as carries in it authority over the man, 
which. ſinging does not; ſo he explains himſelf in 
another place, Let the women learn in filence, in 
« all ſubjeftion. But I ſuffer not a woman to teach 

4 nor to uſurp authority over the man, but ta be in 

« filence*.” It is certain, that all kind of ſpeaking 

/ in the church, is not forbidden ta women; other- 
wiſe it would not be lawful for them to give an ac- 
£qunt of the work of God upon their ſouls, by word 

of mouth; nor could they be witneſſes for or againſt 

any member of the church chargeablewithany iniqui- 
ty. In theſe and ſuch like caſes, they have, no doubt, 

a right, and ſhould have the liberty of ſpeaking in the 
church : As for ſinging ſalms, though, as an 
ancient writer obſerves, © The apoſtle commands 
women to be ſilent in the church; yet they are 

& capable of performing this ſerviee well, which is 


Ph oor to every age, and fit for both ſexes.” 
ad indeed, if chis is a part of moral worſhip,. as I 


* t Cor. xiv. 34, 35- * 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12, *® Malieres 
apoſtolus in eccleſia*tacere jubet, pſalmum etiam bene clamant ; 
mic omni dulcis aetati, hic utrique aptus eſt ſexui, Anbreſ. in Pfal. i, 
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think, I have ſufficiently proved it is, it muſt be a 
duty belonging to them, and binding om them: Be- 
ſides, it has been practiſed by them in all ages of the 
church; Miriam, and the Kraelitiſh women, ſung 
as well as Moſes and the children of Iſrael; at the. 
Red-Sea; as did alſo Deborah with Barak; and not 
to take notice of the ſinging: women in the tertiple+ 
ſervice, there is a prophecy of goſpel- times; in whicl 
it is ſaid', that a great company of the blind and 
& lame, with the woman with child, and her that 


* travaileth with child, ſhould come and ſingin the 


<< height of Zion; and indeed; what etfe is the wo- 


man's propheſying *, which the apoſtle does not ob- 


ject to; though he does to her doing it with her keatt 
uncovered; any other than her ſinging of pſalms? as 
is well judged by a learned writer; ſince prophecy 
is explained by the ſame apoſtle, by finging as well 
as by praying and preaching in another place. 
(2.) It is a caſe of conſcience with ſome; whether 
they ſhould ſing in a mixed multitude, or in tlie 
reſence of unbelievers; they Joining with them. 
ie ſolution of which, I would attempt in the fol- 


lowing manner; let it be obſerved; that ſinging; as 


a part of moral worſhip; is binding on all men, with- 
out exception, believers and unbelievers; the for- 
mer, indeed; are the only perſons Who are capable of 
xrforming it in a ſpiritual and evangelic manner; 
ut the latter may have a ſenſe of God's goodneſs 
upon their minds; and be able to praiſe him for their 
tettiporal mercies, though they cannot do it in faith, 
nor with6ut-ſinz nor indeed, can they perform a na⸗ 


tural or civil action, any more than a moral: one, 


without fin; for che plowing of the wicked is 

* fin'*:” But it does not from hence follow, that a 
Jer. xxxi. 812, 1 Cor. . 5. Lee ve. 

* 1157. 1 Cor. xiv. 15, 24, 26. P Prov. xxi. 4. 
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man muſt not plow, or perform an «if civil action, 
becauſe he ſins in it. And ſo likewiſe it ought not 
be be concluded, that a man ſhould not pray, or ſing, 
, or perform any. other moral action, becauſe 
2 cannot do it in a ſpiritual way; for it is better for 
* him to do it in the beſt way he can than not at all. 
| But, ſuppoſing that it ĩs not the duty of unbelieyers 
to ſing Palms, it will be very difficult to know who 
are ſuch in public aſſemblies; and it ſuch ſhould 
Join with you, why, ſhould this affect you that are 
believers ?' Will chi ſin of theirs be ever laid to your 
charge, or you be accountable for it? Should you 
neglect your duty becauſe they are not in theirs ?. 
Muſt your mouths be ſtopped, becauſe. theirs are 
open? Should you not rather bluſh and take ſhame, 
to yourſelves? When you ſee them fo forward to 
What you judge i is not their duty, and you yourſelves 
ſo backend to it. Beſides, it has been the practice 
of the ſaints, in all ages, to fing in mixed aſſemblies. 
There was a mixed multitude which came up with- 
the Iſraelites out of Egypt, in whoſe preſence Moſes, 
and the children of Iſrael ſung at the Red-Sea, and 
who, very probably, joined with them in the ſong, 
ſince they had a ſhare in the common deliverance. 
The pfalmiſt David, declared it as his reſolution, * 
and, no doubt but it was his practice, when he had. 
opportunity, to ſing the praiſes of God among the; 
Heathens. Therefore, ſays he, will I give thanks 
< unto thee, O Lord, — . 
<- praiſes _ thy name. I will praiſe thee, O Lord, 
6, among the people, I will {mg unto thee among 
c the nations i. The church, in Solomon's ſong, 
is; repreſented; not only as raking her .part-in the, 
ſong in the midſt of, but as joining with the da 
ters of Jeruſalem, tho* they were ignorant of Chriſt 
ber f — is Ry Fans the n at Co- 
10 rar xvili. 466 and wi. * 
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rinth ſung pſalms in the preſence of unbelievers, as 
well as performed other parts of public worſhip 
which was one reaſon that made the apoſtle ſo de- 
firous of rectifying the irregularities in this, as in the 
reſt ; that ſo unbelievers, who came in among them, 


might be convinced and obliged to own, that God : 
was in them of a truth. Moreover, inaſmuch as 
unbelievers are admitted to public prayers, and to 7 


join with you in them, why not to public ſinging ? 
eſpecially, ſince ſome ends of this ordinance cannot 
be anſwered without their preſence; which are to 
declare the Lord's doings among the people, and 
„make known his wonders and his glory among 
« the Heathen *:” To add no more, this ordinance 
has been an ordinance for converſion ; I have known 
it to be fo, and ſo have others beſides me; and a 
good reaſon this is why it ſhould be continued pub- 
 lickly in our churches, and unbelievers be admitted 
to an attendance on it. | 4 


V. I come now to conſider the manner in which. 
this ordinance ſhould be performed, which I ſhall do 
very briefly, and ſhall chiefly regard what is expreſſed 
in my text, in which the apoſtle is deſirous that he 


8 4 might, and determines to, ** ſing with the Spirit, 
; * and with the underſtanding alſo.” 
® I. With the Spirit,” By which may be meant, 


either the extraordinary gift of the Spirit, by which. 
the apoſtle was capable of delivering out a pſalm or 
; hymn extempore, and that in an unknown tongue; 
| though he was determined to make uſe of this gift 
3 in ſuch a way, as to be underſtood by others, that ſb 
2 they might receive ſame profit and edification by it; 
, or elſe, by the Spirit, may be deſigned the Spirit of 
God, who is abſolutely neceſſary to the ſpiritual 
performance of this duty. Believers, in the diſ- 
- charge of this work, ſtand in great need of him to 
| | Na ,o 4 | excite 
r Plal, ix. 11, and xcvi. 3. 


vent in ſpirit,” whi 


glory of Fr, © San and TRY who are Fre one 
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excite their attention, aſſiſt their meditations, en- 
lighten their underſtandings, raiſe their affections, 
ſtrengthen their faith, and make a comfortable ap- 
plication of what is ſung to themſelyes; or, by — | 
ing with the ſpirit, may be meant, ſinging with his 
own ſpirit 3 and indeed Fl believers ſhould be < fer- 


they are (rring the Lord 
in any ordinance: As God is a Spirit, he muſt be 
worſhipped in ſpirit, or with out ſpirits, that is, 


with our hearts engaged in the work we are con- 


| certied in; and then may we be {aid ta ſing with the 


rit, when we ſing with grace in our hearts, or in 
e lively exerciſe of faith, and hope, and love; for 
to the due 3 of this ordinance in a ſpiri- 


tuaF way, 7 rn of grace, a 
good deal af ſpiritual rus light, 2 experience 


25 ind judgment; for we ſhoul 


2. © With the — 18 z ke either in 
a language that is to be under or with the 
— of what is ſung*; ling ye praiſes 
« with underſtanding ;” or to the weſt anding of 


others ; for one end of this duty is, to teach and hg 
| moniſh others as well as ourſelves; and, perhaps, 


the apoſtle may have ſome regard here to one of the 
titles of David's pſalms*, viz. be maſchil, ms, 
ſignifies a ofalm.” giving i nſtruction, or cauſi 

underſtand. Unleſs we ling i in all theſe ſenſes Sith 
underſtanding, we ſing with little advantage, either 


' to ourſelves or others. In a word, beſides our mu- 


tual edification, we ſhould have in our view the 


990 of God; we are to * ſing unto the Lord," not 
; ourſelves, or to raiſe our natural affections, or ta 


gain applauſe from athers, by the fineneſs of our 
voice, and exact conformity to the tune; but to the 


God 


* 
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God, ** condeſcends to inhabit the praiſes of Iſe 
rael. 
Having now n the ſeveral things I pro- 

ſed, relating to the ordinance of ſinging, I ſhall 
pal join a ſhort account of the faith 4 
Eins in the three firſt centuries of Chriſtianity, with | 
reſpect either ta ſinging alone, or in the family, or 

in the churches; which added to the ſcriptural ac- 
count of this duty, may ſerve the more to confirm 
us in the practice of it. 
If the Therapeutae, a ſett of religious 5 
mentioned by Philo the Jew, who was e 
with the apoſtles, were Chriſtians, as Euſebius 
arne wo — unt — 7 ture- 
ones, of the Chriſtians ſinging ymng 
in the times of the apoſtles; for of theſe Philo ſays, 
* That they not only gave themſelves up to a con- 
<« templative life, but compoſed ſongs and hymns. 
e to God, in Farious kinds of metre and verſe; and 
** which they wrote as was neceſſary in graver 
* rhyme, and which they not only compoſed but 
F6 —— 1 ang perhaps, he may intend the 
Eſſenes, of whom Porphyry ſays , that They 
“ kept the ſeventh day of the week. in hymns ta 
God, and in reſt.” 1 indeed, who - 
think” they were neither, but a ſect of Jewiſh phis 
laſophers:: However this be, it is certain, 

That there is now extant an epiſtle of Pliny to 
Train the emperor; in which dun bien, har one 


bert, Hiſt. 5 e . 5. . 
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part of the charge againſt the Chriſtians was, That 


he was going to the fire, delivered an hymn to thoſe 


* 


4 ſing to Chriſt and to God :. Euſebius cites the 
found nothing impious in them, nothing done 


the bleſſed Spirit. 


\ 


they uſed to meet together at a ſtated time, be- 
*fore.it was light, and ſing a hymn among them- 
$ ſelves, to Chriſt, as to a god *.” Tertullian refers 
to this letter, and expreſſes the charge in it thus 
* That they had their meetings before it was day, to 


ſame, and obſerves, that Pliny declared that he 


Wd hob fig, Wa 2c = R #©® 


by them contrary to the laws, except that _—_ 

< early together, oy ſun "g an hymn to Chriſt 
ter the manner of a god *.” Now this letter was 
written in the latter end Ne the firſt century, or at 
the beginning of the ſecond, and, as ſome think, 
whilſt the apoſtle John was yet living.” 

. Juſtin Martyr, Anno 150. in his epiſtle to Zena 
and Serenus, if it will be allowed to be genuine, 
ſpeaks of the ſinging of pfalms, hymns, an ſongs; ; 
and directs to the uſe of pſalmody, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as not to grieve our neighbours . 

Athenogenes, a martyr, in the ſecond century, as 


44 a a PY . n td * woos 


that ſtood by, in which he * the Deity of 


1 & nn a. — 1 


Clemens Alexandrinus, Ae 190, or 200. ſpeak · 
1 a good an, ſays, „His whole life is a _ 
« tin 


'2 * Affrmabant 88. kane fuiſſe ſummam vel culpae ſuae vel 
— 1 uod eſſent ſoliti ſtato die, ante lucem convenire: Car- 
hriſto quaſi Deo, dicere ſecum invicem. Plin. Ep. 

Pro, f. 97 278. Ed. Lindin. 1722. 
iud ſe 44 ſacramentis comperiſſe, quam coetus ante- 
headed od canendum Chriſto & Dea. Tertull. Apolog. c. 2. 
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1c tinual holy day; hisfacrifices are prayer and praiſe; 
« the ſeriptures are read before eating of food; and, 
« whilſt eating, pſalms and hymns are ſung; z and, 
« at night, before he goes to bed, prayer is per- 
« formed again!. ws And, 1 in another place, he ob- 


Sz ſerves, that a4 man's love, — — and mm 
= will to God, ſhould be ſhewn by th 
be Mfinging of pſalms : and he hirnſclf — art 


hymn to Chriſt, which is ſtill extant at the end oo 
his Paedagogue. - 

Tertullian, who lived about the ſame time, hay | 
many things in his writings, which ſhew. — ſing- 
ing of pſalms, both publickly and ow tely, was 
practiſed in his day; in one places, he ſays Af- 
ter waſhing of hands, and lighting up of candles, 
« meaning at their Chriſtian meetings, and love- 
« feaſts, every one might come forth, and ſing to- 
„God, either out of the holy ſcriptures, or chi 
<« was of their own compoſing.” And, elſewhe 
among the arguments he makes uſe of to prevail on 
Chriſtians to marry among themſelves, this is one; 
« Pſalms and hymns, ſays he, are harmonioufly* 
<« ſung between the happy pair; and they provoke* | 
each other to ſing ce beter to their Gon. And 


**ama; #3 fle ald eariyups Are, Ake | uns r eh 
rr Ti 9 dus, 4 fd 176 i cid oioc heb kus r ant av Yr wn 
. deo. Tape 4 iriaow. Tp Ts The geln, aMa, i Pee 
wxai way. Clement. 7 * Stromat. 1. 7. P. 728. P 
infa g 9 de S, & ift xy hanpating v⁰ 75 | 
PoPpooum, Id. Pacdagog. I. 2. c. 4. p- 165. 
Poſt aquant manualem & lumina, ut quiſque de erphuis, 
ſanctis, vel de io ingenio _ NT in medium Deo 
cance, Tertull. Apol c. 39. p. 5 
> Sonant inter duos Ae & 3 & mutuo prevocant, quis | 
melins-Dio ſavcantet. Ib. ad uxorem, 1. 2. c. 8. p. 191. 
Jam vero prout ſcripturae leguntur, aut pſalmi eanuntur, aut 
adlocutiones proferuntur, aut petitiones delegantur, ita inde mate - 
en Ib, N 82 P. 321. 
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„ eee, 
ging of plan, preaching ſermons, 
ſeveral parts of publick 
þ rs," = — in another book * 
he m es this to be one part of the happineſs of a 
chaſte and continent man, that, If he prays to 
<« the Lord, — i if he A di 
222 is Who re; it he ſings a 
he pleaſes himſelf.” * _ 
: Anno 226, or 230. ſpeaking of the need 
of the Spirit of God in prayer, adds, : Even as no 
man can ſing a pſalm or hymn to the Father in 
% Chriſtin good rhyme; my proper verſe and metre; 
«< and in concert, except the Spirit, who ſeareheth 
” all- things; even — things: of God) firſt 
44 ſearches; and, as much as can be, comprehends 
40 S 4. 1 1 rope dentes age x0 | 
©& and hymns/.” , 
Cyprian, Anno 246. exhorted Donatus to the 
1 of pſalms, in an epiſtle to him; 
Let a pſalm, ſays he, be fung at a feaſt, kepr 
« with moderation z and that thou mayeſt have a 
« retentive memory, let thy vdice be r F 
«. Beguv this work —— | 


Nepos, an Anno 260. Jogremly 
commented: — not only for his faithful. | 
neſs, _— and diligence in' the ſcriptures, but 


— his pſalmody; which was very I 2 d 
the brethren at that preſent time *; 


e . Sq 
incumbity, totus illie eſt. Si pſalmum canit, ben bi 
Exhort. Caſtitat. c. 10. P. % «.. 1 
„ ene n dd, g ivedpwes th bree od pimps ere, | 
steve. Tov Nala by Kporgy id tdy d Lac Waile ien, % Ts 
Bath Ts Or, pH anion x) ypmen Tg dra © Bain vpcamnxes 97 c 
eiae. Origen; Thepilioxnes Ed. Oxon; 1686. 

= 'Sonet pſalmos (vel pſalmus).convivium- ſobriumy: Et ut tibĩ 
tenax memoria eſt; vox canora; . 
Cypriani ad Donat. p. ro Ed: Oxon. 1682. 
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1 might to produce teſtimonies, p 
* Abe v0 oh in uſe in the.churches in the times of 
* Conſtantine,” not far from the third 5 which, 
to s Euſebius, who was on the ſpot, relates“, as per- | 
ow Formed with a very decent an Sec ble ne cd 
5 


pf the voice. As alſo, in the © 1 at Alexandria 
Lid Milan“, when Athanaſius w oftheone, and . 
Ambroſe of the other, who both lived in the faurth 
entury. I might alſo obſerve,” what fpiritual de- 
light SE comfort the great "Auſtin * | dünd in at⸗ 
ey ig on this A but F chuſe to go no 
th furcher than che three firſt centuries, which were the 
rt Woureſt and moſt incorrupt ages of Chriſtianity, | 
Paulus Samoſatenus, who denied the divinity of 
Chriſt, is the only perſon J have met with in this 
period of time, that objected to the pſalms and 
ſongs ſung in the churches, which he condemned 
as novel compoſitions *; and yet women 
o fing in the church conterning himſelf: His rea- 
ſon for it ſeems to be, becauſe the divinity of Chriſt 
was in an excellent manner ſet forth in the old ſongs 
and pſalms; as appears from a paſſage in Euſebi- 
us, mentioned to confront Artemon and Theodo- 
ab tus, who had repreſented Chriſt's divinity as a 
Put novel doftrine. t* The pſalms and ſongs of the 
ny g brethren, ſays Euſebius , Which were written by 


„the faithful, & HE beginnings forth the 
1 7 W's we << praiſes 


. Mc hab . Euſcb. 
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2 Ib. J. 2. c 17. des. 
* Conteſt l. 9. c. 6. F. 2. and 7.1. and 1. 1 
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* Yauol A deo oy; dal adh * (ſcribendum eſt «n an 
de und gui. nes Ti Xoyor Ts Ow ** "os Vaan, 
Sroyalegs Ib, 1. by: c. 28. p. 196. 
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it has been dragged: through the ſinks of pope, 


Lahe we ſhould have had no ordinance now i 


6 A Difraſ on finging of Pſalms. 

« praiſes of Chriſt 1 the Word of God, | aſcribinf 
« divinity. to him. From the whole it may h 
concluded, * this ardinance of ſinging of pſalng 
as it was uſed by Chriſt and his apoſtles, ſo it wy 
continued, i in the ages next to them; and thoug 


et it ought not _ be rejected on that account; 
Iad our reformers 2 the ordinances of Chriſ 
in ſuch a manner, becauſe they found them car 


Let us rather do all we can to clear thisnf 
ry degree of ſuperſtition, and reſtore it to in 
native ROI * ſpirituality. Nen IE 
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